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FOREWORD 


In an age when the privileged few dictated the fashion of the 
Grand Tour — London, Paris, Rome, etc. — the wives of New 
Bedford whaleship masters often packed their trunks for far more 
exclusive journeys lasting three to four years and calling at a 
profusion of strange ports in a variety to baffle a Cook’s Tour Agent. 
Increasingly after the 1870’s, the long marital partings common to 
the whaling trade were eased by honeymoon voyages. This is the 
story of Mrs. Daniel L. Ricketson on a whaling cruise to the Indian 
Ocean as recorded in her private journal. 


It has been selected for publication for its well rounded descrip- 
tions of life aboard a whaler. There was bitter with the sweet — 
presenting her husband with a child while stopping ashore at Fayal 
and losing the newcomer in the same twenty-four hours; the news, 
when half around the world, of her father’s passing; hiding from 
the society belles at Barbados for lack of ribbons and bows. But 
the captain’s wife helped keep the Bark A. R. Tucker a happy 
ship, even so, for she had laughter when a lurch of the vessel 
sent the hash off the table, joined happily in “gamming” (visiting 
at sea between whaleships), and saw all the sights a traveling lady 
should see and some she should not have, all with genuine gusto 
and the sharp eye of a good reporter. She rejoiced when whales 
were caught, moaned when they escaped; and if more whales were 
not captured, it was not for lack of her prayers. 


The 19th century whaler had a choice of several popular 
cruising grounds, just as the hunter ashore has particular thickets 
and prairies to seek his own game, The Bark A. R. Tucker was 
on an Indian Ocean cruise and Mrs. Ricketson’s journal gives a 
fair idea of the rather strict pattern dictated by the seasonal changes 
in winds and currents and the migratory vagaries of sperm whales. 


The A. R. Tucker left New Bedford May 2, 1871, and fol- 
lowed the Gulf Stream eastward to the Azores. Next was a call 
at Teneriffe in the Canaries and a sight of the Cape Verdes in 
passing. The NE trade winds were lost at 10° North Latitude 
and the SE trades were gained in 3° N. This was the wind that 


pushed Portuguese sailors (bound to India) into discovery of 
Brazil. Once around the Cape of Good Hope the 4. R. Tucker 
pointed her bow for the barren island of St. Paul, 3,500 miles to 
the east. Captain Ricketson had promised his wife “it will be all 
sliding down hill from now on”, but she did not find it so. 


From St. Paul the course was east for the Australian Coast, 
then north for Timor Strait and nearly two years of cruising 
up and down Molucca Passage where a favorite port of call was 
Ternate and the hospitable home of Captain Edwards, an English 
trader, and his jolly wife. There were, too, various native poten- 
tates to visit — the Sultan of Buton, with his seven wives — the 
Chief of Ternate whose birthday must be celebrated — every island 
with its own particular royal family. Then came the exchange 
of courtesies, with perhaps the King and Queen of Salibaboo aboard 
the A. R. Tucker to hear Mrs. Ricketson’s recital on the melodeon 
and “then I showed them my stereoscope views which was a greater 
wonder to them than the organ.”’ We may wonder ourselves what 
impression was made by the views of “Mt. Washington” or “Lincoln 
at City Point’. The Queen had not come empty handed, but pre- 
sented her pelagic hostess with beans, potatoes and a_ beautiful 
bird. It is safe to say that the Grand Tour has nothing to com- 
pare with such a charming scene. 


The Ship cruised along the New Guinea shore as far east as 
New Ireland and New Hanover. Here, while most of the crew 
were away chasing whales, the A. R. Tucker was visited by vast 
numbers of particularly awesome aborigines, the sort that paint 
their faces and thrust bone ornaments through their ears and 
noses but neglect to wear underpants. With difficulty they were 
allowed no more than a peek over the bulwarks. Mrs. Ricketson’s 
next entry was simply, “I fired of a pistol twice today. It was my 
first attempt”. 


Five months later the Ricketsons had put into Ternate once 
more for a formal party with officers of a Russian war ship and 
shortly after were at Bima for Mahomet’s birthday celebrations, 
dancing girls and all. The East Indies social season was crowned 
by a cruise up Maccassar Strait and three weeks ashore at Singa- 
pore, then back through the Java Sea to Anjier while making 
the Sunda Strait passage. 


From that point of departure the A. R. Tucker followed 
the Equator, intending to enter the Mozambique Channel from 


the north, but in doing so nearly ripped out her bottom on outlying 
reefs off the Seychelle Islands. With the Cape of Good Hope to 
starboard, the bark kept on to St. Helena in mid-South Atlantic 
and here there was more sightseeing at Longwood, Napoleon’s last 
home; off again once more for a lengthy South Atlantic whaling 
cruise, ending with a number of pleasant days at Barbados, Dominica, 
Redonda and finally Bermuda. The A. R. Tucker needed more 
whale oil to fill her hold and spent another four months cruising 
in mid-Atlantic. 


October 18, 1874, at 7 p.m. the whale hunters anchored ship 
off Clark’s Point, a full measure of sorrow and joys behind. The 
captain’s wife had proved a good sailor, never once seasick, and 
ready for more. Indeed, she sailed again with Captain Ricketson 
in later years. 


There have been few liberties taken with the JOURNAL. 
Not a strict grammarian, Mrs, Ricketson has the sailors “sliping” 
on deck or cutting “bluber” and she had an easy indifference for 
all forms of punctuation. Only the most necessary corrections have 
been made. The act of exchanging a visit between whalers at sea 
was always called “gamming,”’ but with Mrs. Ricketson, one “m” 
was enough, and so we must not be alarmed to learn that she was 


very fond of “gaming”, 


THE FOLLOWING BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
ARE FROM SEVERAL SOURCES. 


Annie Holmes Ricketson (author of the JOURNAL) was born 
in 1841 in Fall River, the daughter of William H. and Patience 
(Brownell) Holmes. She was married October 28, 1857, in New 
_ Bedford to Daniel Lake Ricketson and accompanied her husband on 
three or more whaling voyages. Her first husband died while on a 
whaling voyage in 1886. 


Two years later Mrs. Ricketson married George W. King. Fol- 
lowing her second husband’s death, she married thirdly John H. Lup- 
ton. Her first child died at birth in 1867 and the second child died as 
related in the A. R. Tucker Journal. 


Daniel L. Ricketson was born in April of 1836 at Dartmouth, 
the son of Paul and Sally (Sherman) Ricketson. The family home 
was at Long Plain, Acushnet, where his father farmed and labored. 


Leaving the farm, Daniel went awhaling first in the ship Mary 
Wilder, 1852, and in the barks Letitia, 1854, and Osceola 2nd., 1863. 
The following are his voyages as master :— 


Bark STAFFORD — 1867 
Bark A. R. TUCKER — 1871 
Schooner PEDRO VARELA — 1878 
Schooner PEDRO VARELA — 1881 
Schooner PEDRO VARELA — 1884 
Schooner PEDRO VARELA — 1885 


On this last voyage Mrs. Ricketson wrote from St. Michaels, 
Azores, in a letter dated October 3, 1886, that Captain Ricketson 
was ill as were most of the crew, the mate having recovered. The 
Pedro Varela was being held in “strict quarantine”. A subsequent 
letter stated that the Pedro Varela had picked up at sea a boat with 
two or three sick men, two of whom soon died. The disease from 
which they suffered had then been spread through the crew. 


The schooner started for home October 8th and arrived at New 
Bedford on November 22nd. Mrs. Ricketson stated that while in 
Annabon, West Africa, fever had spread through the crew and six 
cases were on board when St. Michaels was reached, the captain 
being very ill. The port doctor refused to come aboard and would 
only go alongside. John Gidley, the mate, then begged the authori- 
ties to allow Captain Ricketson’s transfer to either the bark Sarah 
or bark Moses B. Tower, both being bound directly to New Bedford, 
but the request was refused. After twenty-one days in quarantine, 
it was thought best to abandon the voyage and on October 8th the 
Pedro Varela sailed, Captain Ricketson dying two days later. His 
remains were placed in a deck house and coated with tar under a 
canvas covering, the only embalming means at hand. 


Puitie F. PurRRINGTON. 


BARK A. R. TUCKER 


In.-The Year 1871. 


Journal of a voyage on Board the good Bark A. R. Tucker, 
which sailed from New Bedford on the Morning of the 2nd day 
of May, 1871, on a Whaling voyage in the Atlantic and Indian 
Ocean. We left the wharf at the foot of Walnut street at 9 o’clock 
A.M. in the Pilot Boat which landed us safe on Board of my Home 
for the present. 


Wensday May 17: Saw a large school of Spurm whales. They 
lowered three Boats. I saw the Boats fast to the whales. In about 
four hours brought three along side the ship and two Boats that 
were broke to peaces by the whales. 


Thursday May 18th: Saw them cutting the whales in, and such 
a greasy time as they had of it I never witnessed before. Such 
large heads as the whales had and such a quantity of oil as they 
took from them did not seem hardly possable they could hold so 
much. They Commenced to try out jest before night. The fire 
looked very pretty coming out of the long pipes on the try works 
in the Evening. They have an iron basket which they fill with 
Scraps and sit it on the try works and sit it afire. It makes it 
very pleasant on deck for It lights it all over. It is quite a sight 
to see them cut the whale up making it ready for the Minceing 
Machine which cuts it in small peaces. Then it is ready for the 
boiler. 


Sunday May 21st: Saw a Brig and put letters aboard. Name of 
the Brig was Protries of Saint Johns bound to the west Indies, 
Barbadoes. 


Monday 22nd: Fell down Stairs and Spraint my Ankle. The 
stairs were all covered with oil and I Slipped and could not save 


Eleven 


my self so down I went. I had to wear my Husbands slipper some 
time. 


Tuesday May 23rd: This Morning the Steward and cabin boy are 
scrubing the stairs with soap and sand. I guess it will be the only 
clean place aboard the ship. O, dear Me, such a place as a whale 
ship us! I see a vessel. She looks beautiful sailing along on the 
blue water. She is so far, cannot tell what she is. 


Wensday May 24th: It is another beautifull plesant day and the 
crew are at work and and about as greasy as the whales themselves. 
Although there is plenty of water all around us to keep clean 
with, every thing is sticky. Excepting the stairs. 


May 3lst: Another very pleasant and warm day. My Husband 
Seys guess we will go ashore this Afternoon So I made myself 
ready and about one oclock we left the Ship. All I had to do was 
step in the boat and then they lowered it down. They had a flag 
in one end of the boat for me to sit on. Had five men to row 
us ashore and Mr. Bourne to steer. Had to go eight miles and at 
last we landed on the shore of Bermuda and a pretter place I dont 
think I ever saw. 


June 3rd: My Husband and the Mate gaming on board the Schooner 
Clara L. Spark, Capt. Atwood, of Provincetown. I fix up a bundle 
of papers for them to carry aboard. They went aboard about 4 
oclock in the Afternoon and did not return till half past ten. Of 
course I was abed and sound asleep when they come. 


June 4th: Catched some very nice fish with a hook and line called 
the dolphin. They tasted very nice when cooked. They did look 
about as pretty as any thing I ever saw. They change to so 
many different colars while in the water. Saw a large Steamer 
and she come very near to us. I could look on her deck and see the 
men without my glasses. 


June 6th: Saw a large Merchant vessel this morning but did not 
speak her. We have seven Pigeons aboard and this morning they 
thought it would be a good plan to let them out of the Box they 
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were in and one of them got overboard. Poor little thing he tryed 
so hard to get to the ship. The men lowered a boat and picked 
him up. They had not more than got the boat made fast before 
the Steward hauled in a nice large dolphin. Our little dog Fido 
had a nice time with him after they got him on deck. 


June 10th: At six.A.M. heard my Husband making a raid on the 
Pantry to see how much dirt he could find! He soon discovered 
enough of it, three loaves of mouldy bread and the mixing pan about 
three inches thick with dough. I heard him tell the steward to 
carry every thing on deck and give the pantry a good cleaning 
out and wash all the dishes and put them back and keep it clean 
after this. At 4.P.M. the pantry was finished and looked quite 
neat but how long it will look so Is another thing. 


June 19th: Washed this morning and cut out two pairs of white 
duck pants. They raised porpoises twise to day at mast head 
and a dolphin. Been breaking out fresh water. Mr. Bourne has 
been making me an ironing board. We had a fruit cake for tea, 
one that Mother put in for my Husbands Birthday. It was Frosted 
and trimed very pretty. The men thought it most to pretty to 
cut but not to pretty to eat after it was cut. 


June 25th: This has been a long day and everything is so quiet. 
Time does not pass so quickly aboard of a whale ship as it does 
at home, no getting ready and going to Church no taking tea with 
a friend, no Interesting Meeting to go to in the evening and a 
nice pleasant walk home after the meeting. 


June 27th: This morning they broke out Water and Sugar. My 
Husband sat sewing on a boat sail and I sewing on a dress when 
we heard some one scream. My Husband droped work and run 
and he found the cooper had got jamed by a cask of beaf falling on 
him. They got him out and carried him below. They examined him 
and found he was not seriously hurt. 


July 1lts: Another month began. Hope it will bring us some 
good large whales for the sooner we get the oil the sooner we 
shall start for Home! 


July 4th: I suppose today they are having a general Holiday at 
Home. Friends come far and near to see Friends and enjoy 
the forth of July. I should enjoy one of Mothers good dinners, 
not but what we had a good dinner. Had Oysters, soup and 
fresh meat pie and green Peas and they tasted good to us al- 
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though not so fresh as those picked right out of a garden. After 
dinner they raised whales and lowered. All three Boats was 
gone till four oclock but did not get any thing. In the Evening 
we had some Sky Rockets which my Husband and Mr. Bourne 
sent up. They looked very pretty when they come down in the 
water. So ends my first forth of July on the ocean. At 5. P.M. 
raised sail from mast head going to westword. 


July 5th: Today has been pleasant. Saw a vessel this Afternoon 
about three oclock right ahead. At five oclock the mate Mr. 
Bourne maned a Boat and went aboard with letters and found it 
to be a merchantman from Leghorn for New York. Her name was 
La Aguena, Capt Ross and she looked nice with her sail all out. 
I was very much pleased that I could send my letter and think 
it will be at Home in a few weeks where I know it will be wel- 
comed. Saw finbacks again today. 


July 20th: This morning I awoke out of a sound sleep and 
heard the cry from masthead, “Sperm whales’, and very glad 
was I to hear it. They got things all ready to lower and then 
had breakfast. All the men could stop to eat was a small peace 
of gingerbread. At half past seven they lowered all three boats. 
They did not get back to the ship till twenty minute to four in the 
Afternoon and then they brought a prize, a large sperm whale. 
The men looked so tired and hungry but seemed so pleased to 
think they had a whale. They made the whale fast along side the 
ship where it will lay till morning when they will commence 
cutting, then for a greasy time. They got the boats up and we 
had dinner. It was late enough for supper but, as we had no 
dinner, suppose it must be called dinner. The men are very 
busy getting ready for tomorrows work. Saw a Bark boiling 
it was the Bark Wave. 


July 21st: This morning it was very rugged which makes it bad 
about cutting in the whale. They did not get through cutting 
till about four oclock in the Afternoon and the wind blowed 
harder and harder all the Afternoon. They could not get the Head 
in, it was so rugged, so made it fast with chain and ropes. First the 
chain parted and then the ropes and the Head sank. We all felt 
bad when we found it had gone for it was a very large one and 
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would made us a lot of oil. It seemed to bad when the men had 
worked so hard to try to save it, but of course we must have 
the bitter with the sweet. If this is not a greasy time I never 
see one and It smells so It makes me sick, but we can get along 
with all this for it will be clean money. 


July 22nd: The men are busy cutting bluber and boiling. Such 
looking men I never see, covered with greace from the crown of 
their heads to the sole of there feet. The decks are full of everything 
and not much place to walk around. Mr. Bourne and Daniel 
and I sit up on the vise bench in the Evening. The iron basket 
was burning and considerable wind Made the flames come out all 
round the basket. It was as pretty as any fire works I ever saw. 
Then, the fire come out of both pipes and shoot up in the air. It 
was worthe sitting and looking at. 


July 23rd: Another Sabboth day has come round. It does not 
seem much like the Sabbath here for the men are jest as busy as 
can be boiling out and everything is so greasy and durty. They 
have got through with the oil at last. It is so late that they are 
not going to scrub decks tonight. At 9 oclock in the evening the 
Bark Wave of New Bedford spook us. Sead he had letters for our 
vessel. Daniel and Mr. Bourne went aboard. It was most twelve 
when they got back. Mr. Bourne and Mr. Harris had letters but 
I had none. I was some disappointed. It blowed and rained quite 
hard while they were gone. The Wave had eighty bbls of oil 
and she sailed one week after we did. 


July 24th: Such a noisy time as they have had today. Been coop- 
ering oil. I have been busy sewing on my Thin dress getting ready 
to go ashore. Daniel has finished my birth day present. The 
Book Case. It is a real beautie. Saw whales today. 


July 25th: The men have been stowing down oil today and put 
down twenty five bbls. I Cannot sey that I like to have them 
Stow down for I am so afraid someone will get hurt and they have 
to hollor so It is enough to frighten any one. We saw another 
whaler today. 
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July 26th: This morning Mr Bourne, the mate, struck and killed a 
shark and made It fast till he had an Opportunity to take It on 
deck as he was very busy at work at the time. When he went 
to take it in there was no shark there. I felt sorry for I should 
liked to seen it as I never had seen one. Looked over the letter 
bag today so that when we meet with a vessel I shall know if we 
have letters for them. 


July 28th: It seems to be the same thing over and over again 
aboard of a whale ship. With out we get a whale or speake a 
vessel we have no news to write. 


August 4th: It has been squally to day and tonight It is quite 
rugged. Daniel has been down in the Cabin painting It white 
and It is going to make It a great deal lighter. He has stuffed 
the lower seat and I guess the room will look real nice when he gets 
It done. I have been making some bow ties for Daniel to wear 
ashore. 


August 8th: I did not sleep very good through the night. To- 
wards morning I droped to sleep, was having a nice nape when 
I heard the cry from mast head ‘“spurm whales.” Such a scat- 
tering among the men! They lowered all three boats and was off 
before I could get dressed and get on deck. Did not stop for any 
breakfast and they left at half past six. They did not get aboard 
till five oclock in the afternoon. Then to think they did not get 
any whale! They were very large whales. If they could only get 
one they would have done a good seasons work. I was real dis- 
apointed. 


August 14th: It has been a very warm day. Daniel and I washed 
this forenoon and I have sewed some and read some. Daniel has 
began a writing desk for me out of Mahogany. Been to work on 
It most all day. 


August 18th: And still it blows. Cannot work to get ahead any. 
They had to break out for water to day out the fore hole. I felt 
sorry It was so rugged. Dont like to have them breake out when 
It is rugged for I am afraid some one will get hurt. 


August 20th: It begins to be better weather. The mate Mr. 
Bourne caught a turtle this morning before breakfast and I had to 
come up on deck and see him. We had some of him made into 
soup for dinner. It was real nice and tasted very much like chicken 
soup. For tea we had some of the liver and meat fried. The liver 
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was the nicest I ever eat, It was jest as tender as could be. It 
was the first I ever eat. Saw a sail, also four or five killer whales. 
How fast the months go by. 


August 22nd: We have had a nice day today. I have had my 
beding and clothing out to air. 


August 23th: I came up on deck this morning before breakfast 
and here was Corvo Island in the Azores clost to within a mile 
and a half of us. It looked very pretty as I came on deck. It isa 
small Island of about Sixteen Hundred Inhabitance. the Houses 
seem to be all in a Cluster. The roofs are made very strangely, 
they call it tileing them Instead of shingeling as we have them 
at Home. They look very clumsy and the peaces are shaped like 
our stove pipe as It would look if sawed into lengthwise and then 
cut in small peaces and one peace layed above the other. I could 
see the Church and also three or of four wind mills where they 
grind their Corn. The land here is very Mountainous. I should 
liked to gone ashore very well but it was very rugged and a bad 
place to land. Have to jump from rock to rock to get ashore and 
where the water is washing up on them Continually makes them 
very slipery. No place for a lady to land without it is very smooth. 
About eight oclock my Husband and Mr Vanderhoop the third 
mate took a boat crew and went ashore. I could see them land 
and see the Portiguese come down to the shore to meet them, but it 
began to rain and I had to go in my room on deck and stay the 
rest of the forenoon for It came down in heavy showers till after 
dinner and then it cleared away and blowed a heavy gale so they 
had to take in sail and the Bark drifted out to sea. About four 
o clock my Husband came aboard. Did not expect he would be able 
to get aboard that night it was so rugged. Four men from ashore 
came aboard with Daniel and had to stay all night. One of the 
men, a Mr Lawrence, had been a third mate of a ship but had 
money enough so he could stay at Home. The governors wife sent 
me a dozzen apples and a large bunch of white grapes and a sprig 
of Lavender which made me think of Home, and Daniel brought 
me some apples which tasted very nice as I had not had any such 
thing for a long time. They brought some beaf aboard and green 
corn but the corn was to old to eat. 


August 24th: The Ship being to the Leward of Corvo she was 
several hours beating up to the Island. After a while we got 
near enough and see the Boat coming to the Ship full of men. When 
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they got along side such Jabbering I never heard. I thought when 
they got aboard they would be more quiet but they were not, they 
were noiser than ever. They are a very noisey tribe. I think 
there was twenty five of them and the Boat was well filled with 
provision that my Husband had ordered the day before. Had a nice 
lot of beats, potatoes, pumpkins, onions and chickens and a lot 
of eggs and a few water mellons. All I could think of was a lot 
of wild men. They acted as though they were crazy. Among the 
men that come aboard was two little boys. One of them had a little 
bag with two bunches of white grapes and three apples and he come 
to my room door and gave them to me and also a large mush mel- 
lon. They came aboard jest before twelve oclock and did not get 
away till about one. I was glad when I see the last one go over 
the side. Every one of them had a basket of fruit, grapes, Apples 
and water mellons or a goard of milk to traide. My Husband 
took a lot of fruit of all kinds and some milk so I had a real feast 
for a few days. Daniel tells me that the Houses are built of old 
dark looking stone some of which are white washed. 


August 25th: We have had It very rugged to day. I have had 
to lay abed most of the day. Their has been a very heavy sea wash- 
ing across deck all day. At dinner the vessel gave a roll and away 
come my cup of tea in my lap and the victuals went in every direc- 
tion! Of course I had to have a good hearty laugh. I have tried 
sitting on my trunk and on a box and the floor, but I find one place 
about as good as another for she will pitch and roll in spite of 
every thing. Daniel seys It is about as bad a sea as he ever saw for 
It seems to be all in heaps going every which way. I think I am 
getting to be quite a sailor for I have not been sick at all. 


August 26th: I wanted to go on deck yesterday but could not 
for such a sea coming across deck. After breakfast I began to 
pick up things and make myself ready to go ashore. about eleven 
o clock they put our trunks in the boat and every thing being ready 
we started for the shore. A gentleman they called the doctor was 
standing on the end of the pier and before we could land he wanted 
to know what the name of the vessel was, where from, how much 
oil, what ports we had touched to, If the was any sickness aboard, 
and if we had any passengers aboard? Then he asked Daniel if 
he had his papers. Then we started for the landing where the 
was a great many portugese men and wemen standing at the 
landing. Their were dozen or twenty stone steps but jest as I was 
going to step on these steps their came a heavy breaker and com- 
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pletely covered us. If I had not had on my water proft I should 
been wet through. My Husband lifted me up and some gentleman 
on the peir hauled me on the steps. I was very much frightened 
and very weak. I went with Daniel to the docters office where I 
rested while my Husband did some writeng. Then a gentleman 
offered to escort me to the Hotel. It was not far from the landing 
but I was so weak I could hardly walk, but we reached the Hotel 
at last and of all the gloomy places that I ever saw I think that 
Hotel seemed the worse. When I went in the long entry with stone 
floor and walls and a long heavy door to the head of the stairs 
we had to knock and the door to be unlocked before we could enter. 
All I could think of was a prison. But after we got inside it seemed 
pleasanter. The gentle man Introduced me to the Hotel Keeper 
and I liked his appearance very much. He and his wife are Inglish. 
He showed me into the parlor where I meet with a lady from 
New York. I layed aside my wet rappings and made myself as 
Comfortable as I could. In a short time Mr Bourne our mate 
came in and brought me a good package of letters from home which 
I prized very highly. I dont think I ever realized so much pleasure 
receiving any letters as I did this package. After a while the ser- 
vant girl showed me up to my room. The lady of the House 
not being well, did not see her for several hours after I arrive. 
She came to my room and we had a pleasant chat, I liked her very 
much and guess I shall enjoy myself very well while here. We 
did not dine till 2 o clock and I felt very faint before we had dinner 
as we have breakfast so early aboard the ship. We had a very nice 
dinner, a plate of soup first, always, for that is their Custom in all 
Foreign places, then we have fowl and meats of different kinds and 
also fruits of all kinds. I have a nice room on the first floor 
fronting the street and we can look right out of our window on the 
Harbor which makes It very pleasant seeing the vessels come and 
go. After dinner I layed down and read the rest of my letters. 
After getting a good rest I got up and dressed for tea at seven 
oclock. Went to bed quite early as we were both very tired. 


August 28th: This afternoon Capt Gifford and his wife come ta 
the Hotel. Had not been here long before they preposed a walk 
so we all started and went up to the Dabneys garden and found it 
to be a very pretty place. It was laided out very pretty but I 
began to grow tired so we turned our steps toward the Hotel. 
After we got back to the Hotel we went up to our rooms and 
before long Daniel come up seying that a Capt Tabor and his wife 
and child was below in the parlor and she wished to see my very 
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much, so I went down Immediately. She was very much overcome 
when she meet me although we had never meet before, but she 
was in very trying Condition as well as my self and her Husband 
was not going to stop ashore with her and she was feeling very 
bad about It. After tea we all went into the parlor where our 
Husbands joined us after they had their smoke where we we had 
a pleasant chat till quite late. I was very tired and feeling pretty 
bad but I had to have a box opened that came from Home. It was 
well filled with nice things. JI have got such a kind father and 
mother to think of me when so far away from them. I felt so 
bad that Daniel sead he would put them back for me and I retired. 


August 29th: I had a poor nights rest and to day I cannot get 
up. Called the docter about six oclock and twenty minutes past 
nine our little one was born which proved to be a little girl which 
of course we were very proud of. A Lady by the name of Mrs. 
Graham stoping here at the Hotel came in and dressed the baby 
and stoped all night with me which was very kind of her for Daniel 
was very tired. 


August 30th: I felt very proud and happy this morning when I 
awoke and see our baby laying on my arm. When my Husband 
went down to breakfast they treated and congratulated him. After 
breakfast Daniel come up to my room and could not stay away 
from the baby long for he carried it round the room as proud as a 
father could be. My nurse come this morning a Portugese woman 
but could not make her understand much of any thing. They all 
think here at the Hotel that my baby is very pretty. Of course 
we do. Who ever saw a father and mother that thought their baby 
a homely one if It was ever so plain looking. We have got along 
after a fashion to day. One or two has droped in to see the baby. 
It is such a tiney little thing, only weighed three pounds. 


August 31st: This morning I woke as happy as ever, little thinking 
that before night I should be in sorrow. My little baby was sick all 
day. It would cry out with pain all day and towards night I noticed 
that Its cry was weaker. About four o clock my Husband went and 
layed down to get a little rest and a nap if he could and the nurse 
went down stairs for some thing. I lay looking at my little one and 
all to once It gave a loud cry. I lifted up the little blanket that was 
over Its and I see its hands looked very white. I tryed to make 
Daniel hear but could not. The nurse came in jest then so I got 
her to call him and he came in. He looked at our little one and I see 
what he thought right away. I shall never forget how he looked up 
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at me. Our little darling did not breath but twice after Daniel come 
in the room. It did seem to me that I could never give It up. They 
took it away from me and put it in the next room. Daniel came in 
and wanted some little clothes to put on It as they were going to lay 
it out, so he got my little trunk out that Its little clothes was in while 
I was trying to find some of the smallest garments for It. Miss 
Beaver came in and she helped me look them over and sead she 
would see that every thing was done right and she helped lay It out. 
But o how hard It was to give that little thing up! I had some 
narrow pink ribbon which I told daniel to give them and they tied 
It around its waist and and tied Its sleeves up with It. They brought 
It in and let me see It. It looked jest as though it was asleep, 
looked to nice to lay away in the Ground. 


September lst: I have not felt as well to day. They carried my 
little one to the picture room this afternoon and had Its picture 
taken. It looks like It some bot not so much as I wish It did. Had 
to pay five dollars but I do not begreidge the money for It is all I 
can ever have of my little one. It was put in the coffin this forenoon, 
a little white satin casket. They do not make their coffins here as 
they do at home but it was a pretty one, the nicest we could get. At 
four o clock this afternoon the Hack come that Daniel spook for and 
Mr. Dabney and Capt Burke went to the grave with Daniel. They 
layed it in a pretty green spot daniel seys with trees round it that 
shade it. Now my little one is an angel with the angels in Heaven. 
It is much better off then it would be here in this wicked would of 
ours. I must try to be reconciled as I know that Jesus has it safe 
with him. 


September 12th: Mrs Tabor called this Afternoon. I shall not have 
the pleasure of a call from her right away for about ten o clock they 
had to call the docter she has got another little daughter, a fine baby 
weighing seven pounds. 


September 19th: To day about one oclock Mrs Tabors baby died. 
It brought up everything so fresh about my little one that I felt very 
bad indeed. One thing we have to console us, they are a great deal 
better of then they would be here for they have gone to their Heavely 
Home. It is hard for us but better for them. Today Mrs Tabors 
baby was buryed. The Hack came about five 0 clock and my Husband 
with Capt Williams and the Councel who he envited to go with him 
went to the grave. I felt so bad for Mrs Tabor that I thought I 
would try to go in and see her although her room was right next 
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to mine, only a few steps. I was very tired, I find I am not very 
strong yet. 


September 26th: This morning I went down to breakfast and after 
Breakfast Daniel ordered a Hack and we went to ride and I dont 
know when I have enjoyed any thing as I did that ride. 


September 27th: I see one of the portugese woman pass the hotel 
today with an armful of wood. My Husband tells me that they buy 
it by the dossen sticks all cut ready to burn. O dear, they do have 
things so strange here at Fayal! 


October 3rd: This morning on getting up and looking out of the 
windows we see a Bark which looked very much like the A. R. Tucker 
and after looking through the glasses It proved to be her. She came 
in quite unexpected. Did not think of seeing her under two weeks. 
Mr. Bourne come to the Hotel and sead he got in near and thought 
he would come in and see if we were ready to go out, if not he would 
cruse round the Island. But I had got quite strong and Husband 
was glad enough to see him come for he was very anxiuos to be on 
his way. Mr. Bourne and I went out shoping and had a plesant 
walk and a good deal of fun trying to make them under stand what 
we wanted and making change. 


October 5th: Got up this morning and went to packing. It seemed 
as though I should never get all my things put up. We had accumu- 
lated quite a number of things together while in here. After I got 
aboard I got up on the stern of the vessel and I see my Friends up 
on a hill where they went so to see me on board the vessel, I waved 
my handkerchief and they returned it. I expect It will be a long 
time before I have the pleasure of womans society again. But I am 
content if I can have my Husbands society. 


October 6th: We layed off and on the south side of Fayal through 
the night for the purpose of taking some men on board. Four joined 
the ship at three oclock in the morning about the same time our 
Cooper jumped over board [four miles from land] and tryed to swim 
ashore but they lowered a boat and picked him up and found he had 
been drinking. 
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October 8th: We spook the General Scott [Capt. Tabor, of Fair- 
haven| this afternoon about five o clock. I see Mrs. Tabor on deck 
she waved her hanker chief and I waved mine. It seemed most to 
bad that we were so near each other and could not enjoy each others 
society, but It was so rugged I could not go aboard nor she get 
aboard of us. So daniel he went aboard of them but did not stay 
long. I sent her a roll of papers and she sent me some papers and 
books and a straw hat that I sent for. I knowed they had a lot for 
trade and I had left mine in Fayal and she very willingly sent me 
one. Capt Tabor gave my Husband four cans of Condenced milk. 
I was really disapointed to think I could not go a gaming. 


October 12th: I did not get a chance to write any yesterday as I 
was picking up my things. Think we should go ashore in a few days. 
But to day we came to anchor in the Harbor of Teneriffe at eleven 
o clock, then one of our Boats took us ashore. they lowered me over 
the side in the boat in the chair that Mr Bourne and the cooper made. 
After dinner we retired to the parlor where we had a pleasant chat. 
A New York gentleman informed us that the Band played in the 
public garden that evening and invited us to go which we accepted 
but first we took some ice cream which the new yorker had ordered 
which was very nice, Ina spanish place like this the Ladys do not 
go out much till evening then they dress up very nice and promenade 
the publick garden or the square all the evening with their long dresses 
trailing along the ground. The Ladys and gentlemen do not walk 
together. Once in a while one makes bold enough to walk with a 
lady but It is a rare thing. The Band Commenced to play at eight 
o clock and played till ten. We left before they got through playing, 
both of us being so tired. A man of war vessel came in here to day 
and she fired a salute of twenty one guns. This finishes our first 
day in Teneriffe. 


October 13th: After getting through a breakfast at ten oclock | 
changed my dress as miss Dabney was to call for me to go out to 
their country seat. After I got dressed I went into the parlor. ina 
short time my Husband came in with Mr Dabney who called to see 
me. He appeared like a very pleasant man and he sead his daughter 
would be along about twelve oclock as she had gone to call on a 
friend between twelve and one. Miss Dabney came and after going 
through the Ceremony of Introducing ourselves we sat down in the 
parlor to wait for the Carrage which arrived in a short time and we 
started for our ride, It being about six miles out their and a very 
plesant ride it proved to be. As we rode along we see large feilds 
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of the plant they raise to make cochineal all along the rood. We 
passed three Camels on the road with their packs upon their backs 
going along as deliberate as you please. At last our journey came to 
an end and we had arrived at the consul’s house. As we drove up 
to the door Mr Dabneys other daughter came out to meet me, then 
we went into the house where I met with Miss Dabney who I had 
previously met with at Fayal who was very much pleased to see me. 
Then I was shown the room where Mrs Dabney was and Introduced 
to her. She was an invalid. Had been for some time. After I had 
rested we had a lunch which tasted very good as I was somewhat 
fatigued after my long ride. The lunch consisted of white bread and 
butter and preserves, prickly pears, apricots and figgs and cheese, 
also wine. After lunch we retired to Mrs Dabneys room again where 
one of the daughters played and sang which was very entertaining. 
As It began to grow cooler a walk in the garden was preposed which 
we all consented to. While in the garden Daniel and Mr Dabney 
came. Then went further down the garden where the cochineal 
plant was growing. Their we found men gathering it. They use a 
brush to get those little blue bugs off. They grow on both sides of 
the leaves. After they have cleaned the leaves of both sides they 
cut them of and let them lay on the ground and rot so to enrich it, 
leaving the stalk to leave out again. After they get them gathered 
they put them on mats to dry. They bloom a single pink and white 
flower and bear a pear which some think very nice to eat. We went 
down to a small house at the foot of the garden which they use to 
put the cochineal in after It is dry. Then we all returned to the 
House and took dinner which I will try to discribe. While we were 
chating, in came a man servant with soup, then after eating what we 
wanted of that he took the plates and brought on somthing tasted 
some like our fish and potatoes at home. Dont know what it was. 
Then they had a muton stew which was very nice. Then the waiter 
came in with a brush and pan and brushed the crumbs of the table 
and brought on a pudding which I could not give a name. Then 
came the fruit, white grapes, figgs, apricots, almonds and raisins. 
We have to have a light for we could not see to finish eating. In the 
evening the youngest daughter played and sang which was very 
amusing as she sang some comic peaces. One peace I remember It 
was called way down in maine. ‘Then both the daughters danced to 
show me how the spanish dance and used castenets making consider- 
able noise with them. Then the youngest brought out some chess 
men which she had been making. They were beautifully carved. We 
spent a very plesant evening with the Family till the carriage came 
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for us, then we bid them all good bye. We had a very plesant ride 

home. The Hosses were very good and fast and we had a carefull 
driver. It being down hill, we come very fast. Arriving at the 
Hotel, Husband seys I would like some Ice cream and I thought the 
same so we went to the saloon and refreshed our selves with cream. 
Went back to the Hotel, soon retired being very tired. 


October 14th: After dinner we went up on the top of the House 
where we had a very good view of the place and the Harbor. We 
could see our vessel at a distance. We expected to go aboard to night 
but the vessel will not get in so we shall have to wait till tomorrow. 
The New Yorker sent out and hired seats for us to the garden. About 
eight oclock we started, quite a number there when we got there. 
I forgot to carry my fan ashore (every lady carries a fan if she dont 
she attracts attention) so the new yorker had borrowed the landladys 
for me. The music was very good and we all enjoyed it very much. 
We went back to the Hotel about ten. My Husband then sent out 
and ordered some Ice cream. When it came It was frosen water with 
peppermint in it. They could not get any other. We did not like It 
well enough to eat much of it. We bid our Friend good bye as we 
expected to go aboard early in the morning and retired for the night. 


October 28th: We did not have any portugese aboard when we left 
home but some of our men left us in Fayal so had to ship more. 


November Ist: Another month began and I hope before It is gone 
we shall get several whales. This morning I heard a cry on deck 
when I first awoke. I thought sure there was some trouble on deck. 
Come to find out they had cought a porpoise and one of the men 
cleaned the jaw for me and put it over board to tow clean. Three 
sails in sight today. 


November 13th: Daniels been sewing on a sail and I working on 
my chair seat. 


November 14th: Been painting boat today. The men seem to be 
always busy doing something, always work enough aboard the ship. 


November 18th: Been breaking out this forenoon. They took out 
the recruit cask [supplies] to see if the cloth was damp. It looked 
nice, so much white cloth and calico. They took out mackeral and 
pickels and butter and they broke out to get a sail called the spanker. 


November 19th: It has been a long day but past away after a while 
with reading writing and a nape and some music. 
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November 30th: Last day of the month. I suppose they are enjoy- 
ing a nice Thanksgiving dinner at home. For our dinner here aboard 
the ship we had Boiled chicken and the fixings and also a boiled pud- 
ding which was very nice, a peach pudding. After tea tonight I was 
stirred by the Cry “Porpoises” under the bow and Mr Bourne the 
mate runs out under the jib-boom and steadys him self by the martin- 
gale and throws the iron which misses the porpoises and at the same 
time the ship gives a plunge taking Mr Bourne down and giving him 
a taste of the briney which came very near being the last of him. We 
have gone round the Cape of good hope to day and I heard Husband 
sey, “It will be all sliding down hill now.” Why it should be sliding 
down hill any more than it had been I could not see. But he sead 
we should be more apt to have fair winds and plenty of whales ahead, 
which I hope will prove true. 


December 3rd: It is a cold and cheerless day. I should like very 
much to be at Home and go to church but as that cannot be I will 
write a little in my journal and try to describe our meeting with a 
merchant vessel this afternoon. After the Bark had got the desired 
distance my Husband got the Boy to get the Signals out of the run 
and we had quite a chat with the Captain. We asked him if he would 
take letters for us, as we found he was bound for Batavia. He 
answered back that he would with pleasure. The Capt was a duch- 
man and his vessels name was Batavia. She was seventy six days 
from Liverpool loaded with coal. Mr Bourne our mate took a letter 
for me and one for himself and went aboard with them. The Capt 
took them very willing. He sent his respects to Husband and I and 
his wish that we might fill up with oil in six months. I got very 
much interested talking with the Flags and picking out the answers 
in a book which we have. And by means of these we carry on a 
Conversation when miles apart more extended then we could were 
we in the same parlors. I have been busy part of the day writing 
Home getting another letter ready in case we should meet another 
vessel and I could get a chance to send it. We are having a very 
strong currant and the ship is plunging nobly into the sea. 
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December 5th: note—Albatross—measurement across wings from 
tip to tip, ten feet four inches. 


December 13th: We had a very unplesant day. It has rained all 
day and a very heavy sea. It broke over on deck once and come all 
over the sky light with such force that at first I thought every glass 
was broken but the was none of them broke. After that they covered 
it over with Canvas. It leaks all over the ship, My state room has 
been wet most all over. But the funnyest thing that has happened, 
the Steward and boy had got everything on the table all ready to sit 
down, when the ship gave a roll and over went the tureen of bean 
soup and stewed pumpkin and boiled onions and various other things 
on to the floor. The boy was trying to hold on to them to keep them 
from coming of but could not keep from sliping himself. They had 
to go to work and sit the table all over. Lost all the bean soup but 
they had more in the cooke gally for the second table so we had that 
and they had to go with out. It was a very laughable affair. Husband 
seys the Starboard boat has been way under water several times. 
He thought once he should have to heave to but we have got along 
without any damage to the ship and it is little better weather to night 
December 14th: Awoke this morning at four o clock and daniel seys 
it seems as though the ship is hove to. He jumped up and went on 
deck and found the vessel under clost reef main top sails and blowing 
quite heavy. So we have remaind all day tossing and rolling about. 
I went up this afternoon as far as the head of the Stairs to see how 
the weather looked. It was blowing and such a sea as I never saw 
before. It looked jest as though it was angry and did not know what 
to do with its self. It has rained quite hard most of the day. Every 
thing is damp. The water is droping down most all over the cabin 
where the decks leak. It makes it very disagreeable to have every 
thing so sticky and damp. This makes the third day we have had 
this bad weather and I have had to stay below. The days seem very 
long when I cannot get on deck. 


December 23rd: We have got another nice warm day, nice for the 
men to go fishing. We stood off and on round an Island [St. Paul, 
Indian Ocean] through the night so to get more fish. After break- 
fast Mr Bourne and Mr Harris took their boats and started. It was 
so nice and warm I took my work and book and went on deck. 
While sitting their Daniel come and wanted to know if I would like 
to go out sailing a little ways. Of course I was all ready to go so I 
got into the boat and we were soon sailing along nicely. We went 
quite near the Island so I could see in the bay and there lay a wreck, 
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half of a large vessel. We went as near as we dared not knowing 
any thing about the vicinity round there. Then we went out where 
the boats were fishing some three miles from the ship. When we 
got up to Mr Bourne he sead that he and Mr Harris had been ashore 
and their was a nice place to land a small wharf built out their and 
that the wreck was a Inglish Iron steamer been wrecked some six 
months ago, and that their was any quantity of thing ashore there. 
He thought it best to go back and see if there was anything we could 
use, so they talked it over and come to the conclusion that two boats 
would go and leave one a fishing, so they transfered me into Mr 
Bournes boat and Daniel got into the same boat and the two boats 
started for the shore. As we went into this bay we saw several 
boilers in the water that came out of the steamer. It was a nice 
little bay and a good place to land. When we got ashore we found 
Mr Bournes statement was correct for their was most every thing 
that any one could name or mention laying loosely round on the 
ground. There was two frenchmen ashore and they could speak 
very little Inglish and we found out that the wrecked vessel was 
named MEGECRA and she was bound to Australia and that a steamer 
by the name of COSSACK arrived there November the six 1871 
and took of the crew and part of the Cargo. She left Nov. 11th, 1871. 
In one of the huts we saw a lot of furniture, some very nice Mahogany 
chairs which the frenchman gave me two. They gave my Husband 
good many things for the ship. Their was any quantity of provision. 
We were on shore about three hours. We bid the frenchmen good 
bye and got into the boats which were quite well filled with things 
that the frenchmen had given us. I sat in one of my new chairs with 
the flag throwed over it. I forgot to mention that as we neared the 
wharf to land we throwed our little dog Fido in the water and let 
him swim a short distance. They say it will prevent them from having 
fits as he had not been ashore sence we left home we were fearfull 
that he would have some, but he did not. Seemed very much pleased 
to get ashore. I was very hungry and tired when I got aboard for 
I had nothing to eat sence morning. 


December 25th: This is Christmas Morning last Christmas Husband 
and I were at home and we enjoyed our selves very much. 


Twenty-eight 


1872 


January 8th: Another blowy day. I have got a chair put up in the 
bed and pillows fixed up so I can sit up and sew. I have sat there 
most all day. Jest after dinner I ventured up as far as the head of 
the stairs for I was anxious to see the sea. To look at the waves 
rolling up so high it seems as though they must come aboard ship. 
All day I have heard the men falling down on deck. Mr Bourne lost 
his hat and the cabin boy came very near losing his. 


January 12th: The sea has gone down and it is a nice calm plesant 
day. It seemed so nice on deck again after staying below five days 
and a half. Daniel is taking down the sink in my room on deck and 
making a place for the wash bowl and pitcher and tumblers in the small 
room, It is going to make my room a good nice large room having the 
sink away. Mr Bourne is making the door to slide the one that is be- 
tween the two rooms. I have been changing the dirt in my hanging 
plants and washing the dust of the leaves. While fixing my little 
bird this morning he got out the Cage on the water cask I caught 
him and put him in his cage again. 


January 13th: Daniel and Mr Bourne have been to work on my 
room. I saw something on the water to day that looked very strange, 
it was a fine redish substance floating on top of the water in large 
masses Daniel tells me it is called britt. It is the right whale feed. 
He says it is little Insets all in a body and the right whale comes along 
and scoops it up with a bone [baleen] that is in their mouth. 


January 23rd: We have all kinds of weather to day. This morning 
when I went on deck it was very plesant and in a few hours we had 
a heavy squall with thunder and lightning. It rained as hard as ever 
saw it rain in my Life. My little room on deck leaked most all over. 
I made out to find one place where I could sit but not without get- 
ting wet. 


January 27th: We were clost in to the land the Island of Bouton? 
[Celebes] this morning and two of the boats started in after wood. 
After they had got well under way Daniel took his boat and some 
men thought we would go ashore if the natives were friendly. When 
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we got in towards the land we saw Mr Bourne and Mr Vanderhoop 
were ashore shaking hands with the natives, some dozzen of them 
with their knives and spears. Daniel went into the water up to 
his waist and went ashore. They received him very kindly and he 
made them understand that he wanted to get wood. so the men 
went ashore and I soon heard the ring of the axe through the woods 
and the shouts of the men and falling of trees with a loud crash. 
The tide was very low so the men jumped in the water and waded 
ashore. Of course I had to wait for the tide so the boat could go up 
to the beach. While I was sitting in the boat waiting and looking 
over the side I saw some beautiful peaces of coral and shells on the 
bottom. We started for the shore as soon as we thought the water 
deep enough. When we got near the shore Mr Bourne come of and 
took me on his arm and carryed me ashore. We pulled along shore 
till we got further down along the Island where we saw some little 
huts and went ashore and the Chief wanted us to go into one of the 
Huts, so we did. To get into this hut we had to step on poles put 
acrost like bars a good ways apart. They spread a long mat down 
for me to sit down on. It was made of rattan. The hut was made 
of Bamboo, They cut a cocoanut for us to drink the milk. They had 
two rooms to their hut one of them had sides all round it, but the one 
we sat in had no sides. There were several native wimen their and 
some had little babys. The old Chief it seems did not live their for 
he sent of after his wives and they come some seven or eight of them, 
all had on large hats and some had a peace of calico sewed together 
and put up on one shoulder and come down on the other hip. Some 
did not wear any. ‘They all wore a calico skirt. The men wear 
nothing but a small peace of cloth round them. The Chieftain and 
his son wears considerable clothing made of bright red cloth. Their 
babys do not wear any. We did not stop long as we did not see any 
thing very attractive. When we got down on the beach again daniel 
sold an old musket to the Chief for some chickens. I had the powder 
in my pocket so took it out and gave it to him. He bowed and kissed 
his hand to me and seemed very much pleased. Daniel traided with 
them, with cotton cloth, bleached and unbleached, and red cloth. He 
got twenty three chickens and quite a number of bunches of Banana 
and some sugar cain. When daniel first went ashore, before I had 
been ashore, he had something attached to a long string. It looked 
very much like a lobster in shape. No one aboard the ship had ever 
seen any thing like it so we have put it up in rum to try to save it 
and he also brought me a number of different kinds of little fish and 
we have put some of them up. 
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January 29th: Land almost all round us, The brig in sight again 
today. Daniel and I went to washing this morning and we had jest 
got through and the boy had taken the clothes up on the house to 
hang them up when we heard some one scream and all the men ran 
acrost deck for one of the kanakas [South Sea Islander] had fell from 
aloft. His feet sliped out from under him. He tryed to catch at 
some of the rigging but could not. He struck his head on an iron 
rail and killed him instantly. He dubbled right up and went down 
like a log in the water before they could lower a boat or do any thing 
towards getting him. His name was Andrew Loo. He did not scream 
or say any thing. The scream that I heard was from another kanaka 
named charles that was at the mast head. We had three kanakas. 
It seems as though they left their native Island which is Tahiti some 
years ago togeather to go a whaling and have been togeather ever 
sence. It is a heavy blow to them two that is left. It has cast a 
gloom over the whole ships company having one of their number 
taken away so sudden without any warning whatever. He was stand- 
ing mast head with the ship keeper and he was talking with him 
only a moment before he fell. It frightened me very much although 
I did not see it and glad was I that I did not. It makes me feel very 
sad and I can think of nothing else 


February 19th: [At Ternate?, Moluccas] We saw Capt Brown son 
on the peir and we all started for the landing. As we neared the 
house we saw Capt Edwards and wife and Mrs Brown seated on the 
piazza. Mrs Edwards gave mea very kindly welcome and Mrs Brown 
seemed very much pleased to see me, After disposeing of my wet 
rapping we sat down and had a plesant chat. Capt Edwards house 
is all on one floor, and the rooms are very large and airy with a large 
piazza in front where we sit most of the time. From this piazza we 
could see way through the house into the back yard. We had dinner 
at twelve oclock. I did not know as I could eat any thing it was all 
cooked so much different then we have things at home but some of 
the dishes were nice. After dinner Capt Edwards and wife always 
lay down and have a nap. While they were laying down Mrs Brown 
and me had a social chat. When they come out we had a lunch which 
they have every afternoon about three oclock. Then at six we took 
tea. After tea Capt Edwards wanted Husband and i to go out with 
him which we did with Capt Brown and son and Capt Edwards 
daughter. We went to a place they call China Camp where there 
was to be music and dancing and a prosession, it being the King 
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birth day. As we were coming in, in the morning we noticed that 
all the vessels at anchor had a good display of bunting. We thought 
it must be some kind of holiday which it proved to be. This evening 
the streets were full of people and the children were having a fine 
time fireing of fire crackers. Capt Edwards asked us to go into a 
Chinamans. They received us very kindly and we stoped and took 
tea out of some pretty little tiny cups and saucers and refreshments 
with them. Their house was a very pretty one and they had some 
very pretty ornaments in the house. Of course we could not talk 
with them only through Capt Edwards as they speak Malay. The 
dance was in the street. They were dressed with tall paper caps on 
and masks and pants and coats all covered over with little strips of 
paper which made a little rustleing noise when they were dancing. 
They were all men that danced but some of them were dressed in 
womens dress. We stayed till quite late it being about ten when we 
started for Mr Edwards. We retired directly after reaching the 
house. Daniel and I went to walk in the afternoon. I received 3 
letters from home and three papers. 


February 20th: This forenoon they killed a bullock for a sacrifice 
at one of the churches. We were going but their were some mistake 
about the time. It was to be at nine oclock instead of ten so we had 
to give up going. After dinner husband preposed a walk so we 
started went out to a Mahomet village where we saw two Mahomet 
churches. They let us go up the steps and look in but not step over 
the door sill. Some of them were at worship. They sat on some 
ratan mats seying some thing over all togeather. Out in this church 
yard were a crowd of people round the bullock that was killed in the 
forenoon. At the other church we saw a boy worshiping on the 
veranda. He knelt on a mat and kept putting his head down on the 
floor and crossing him self. He seemed very sincere for he did not 
notice us and we stood clost to him talking. He seemed surprised 
to see us there when he had finished his devotions. This mahomet 
village consisted of only one street that you could call a street, all 
the rest I called lanes. At the head of this street was the soldiers 
barracks. We passed through this and their we saw a large green 
place of about thirty acres level ground and on one side is a hill and 
up on this hill was a beautiful large house. Husband tells me that 
the Sultan lives in it. he never goes out of the house. They say his 
feet trouble him. He has a wife but she is never seen by any one. 
It is a rare thing for him to receive visitors and his house is guarded 
by soldiers. Husband visited him some years ago with the resident. 
He says he has a high throne he sits on with a great number of 
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cushions round him. It was preposed that we should all go to the 
China Camp as we had all been invited to the Chinamans. We all 
went excepting Capt Edwards and he stoped at home to look out for 
the house. Their was to be music and dancing and a procession. 
They had a horse made out of wire and covered with very thin cloth 
and a light inside so it would show through. It was on wheels and a 
little boy rideing on its back. Then they had a large deer made of 
wood and painted which was very natural and a boy riding on it. 
Had a carrage with two seats in it which held six children, They 
were dressed up with all kinds of things that would sparkle and shine 
up by the lights. Their was a top to this carrage and it had four 
Chinese lanterns with lights in them hung on the corners. This 
carrage was drawn by the natives. They had several small Carrages 
and they had fish made of wire covered with thin cloth with lights 
in them and several other kinds of figures on poles. The men were 
in their strange dress with their masks on. At the Chinamans we 
met quite a number of the first people of the place and they were 
dressed very much like our people at home. Some of the young lady 
and gentleman waltz. The room was very large and ary, nice for 
dancing. They danced several kinds of dances. The Servants passed 
round the tea and coffee and wines with cakes and sweet meats. The 
servants passed round Cigars to the gentleman all evening. We 
passed a very plesant evening their. We retired right away on 
reaching the house as it was late and we were all very tired. 


February 21st: This morning Husband and Capt Brown and Capt 
Edwards went to call on Mr Devenbody, he has been one of the 
leading men of business in the place but has become blind since 
daniel was here before. He is feeling very sad about loseing his 
sight. After they returned from Mr Devenbodys we went aboard 
of Capt Browns ship the BENJAMIN CUMMINGS. Mrs Brown 
has beautiful Commodations as the ship is large, makes her large 
rooms below. I enjoyed it very much going aboard. 


March 10th: This morning on wakeing the first thing I heard was 
that the BENJ CUMMINGS was in sight. I rose with haste and 
atranged my room and went on deck and there was the Cummings 


Thirty-three 


clost to. We spook her, Husband enviting them to come aboard. 
(she waved her hankerchief and I returned the salute by waving mine) 
In less time then I can write it the boat was along side she brought 
me a peace of fresh pork and a book to read. We had a plesant 
time of it playing on the organ and talking. The STAFFORD passed 
us about 9 oclock in the forenoon. Husband hoisted his flag inviting 
him to come aboard but he declined the Invitation by hoisting his 
Flag thanking us for the invitation. 


March 13th: I saw the Island of Kabruang this morning that is 
clost to Salibaboo?. Thought we should be in to Salibaboo by night 
but about ten oclock heard the cry of, “their she blows.” Husband 
had been breaking out dishes for trade and while breaking out some 
glass ware what should he find but my checker board which I thought 
was lost. While I was making up some bundles of papers for Capt 
Moulton and Mr King we heard the cry again from mast head so 
daniel went up aloft and sure enough they were sperm whales. They 
lowered boats as soon as they could get ready which was about eleven 
oclock in the forenoon, and about four oclock in the afternoon they 
came aboard Mr Bourne came aboard with a small whale and Mr 
Vanderhoop with another some larger. Mr Harris did not get any. 


March 15th: I went forward this morning to see them boiling. Mr 
Bourne took hold of my hand or I should been down for the decks 
were all covered with grease. I had my rubbers on too. One of 
the pots were full of oil boiling and the other full of scraps. They had 
a large skimmer to skim the scraps out with. The mincing machine 
was going cuting the peaces of whale in slices, still not cutting them 
way through, leaving it hanging togeather in a long peace. They 
were turning over the peaces in the pot with a long two tine fork. 
March 18th: At last we have arrived at Salibaboo, droped anchor 
about two oclock this afternoon. We had no more then droped our 
anchor before the decks were full of natives and at a short distance 
from us lay anchored the Bark STAFFORD. As soon as the anchor 
was down the Mate of the STAFFORD, Mr King, come aboard to 
see us. Mr Lawrence the Second Mate came aboard right away. 
After tea we passed a very plesant evening. I got out my Albums 
and Stereoscope views and back gammond board. They seemed to 
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enjoy looking at them very much. They took leave of us about half 
past ten oclock. 


March 19th: In all of these places they have what they call a King, 
some places they have two. They have two in Salibaboo. We went 
to one of the King’s houses. They had quite nice steps in front the 
house. Nice to what I had seen in other places. The house was 
quite large the room we went into was large, some 45 feet square. 
Right in the center of this room was a large table made of black 
ebony and on each side of this table was a sitee made of the same 
materal and also an arm chair, they all being very roughly made. 
When we went in daniel took the arm chair at the head of the table 
and I sit on one of the sitees and opposite me sat the King and his 
wife and the King’s father and Mother. They brought out there 
beetle nut and they eat there nut and daniel had a smoke. They 
broke a Cocoanut for me. In one end of the room sat a woman 
making cloth and at the other end was afire where they cooked. They 
had strange looking cooking utensils and instead of having a stove 
they have four peaces of round iron the same as the bottom of a 
kittle and between these they make a fire and sit there kittles right 
over, do not have but one or two things to cook in but still they will 
cook a dozen kinds. They have no Chimneys to their house. The 
smoke come right out in the room, There was some two hundred 
lived in this house the men and wemen wear clothes but the children 
dont wear any. 


March 20th: After getting back aboard of our vessel I began to 
cut out some work when one of the King’s and his wife came off to 
see me, so of course work had to be layed away and entertain my 
company as best I could. I played on the Organ for them and it was 
amusing to see them stare at it to see where the sound come from. 
Then I showed them my Stereoscope views which was a greater 
wonder to them then the organ. When they came aboard the queen 
brought me three baskets of beans and three of potatoes and a beau- 
tiful bird and three round baskets that they make on one of the Islands 
round here. When they bring you a present they expect you will 
make them one in return. If you do not they will ask you for some 
thing. I gave her several little presents in return that amounted in 
value to as much as what she brought me. 


March 21st: I had my low chair put in the boat so I did not get so 
tired as usual. We got aboard the Cummings jest ten oclock. We 
were very busy all day, Mrs Brown tucking me a skirt on the sewing 
machine that she very kindly offered to do for me and I working of 


Thirty-five 


a pattern of a butterfly on a tidy. It was very amusing to see the 
natives stare at the sewing machine and shake their heads at it. I 
expect it was the wonderfullest thing they ever saw. 


March 22nd: This morning finished my butterfly and Capt Brown 
finished off my skirt. He sews on the sewing machine more then she 
does. After dinner Capt Brown and wife and his son and daniel and 
I went ashore we went to one of the King’s houses and sat a while 
with them. His wife was deaf. Then we went to another Kings. 
Their they got out their music and danced for us. I hardly know how 
to discribe their instruments that they make music with. They take 
a large round pillow and lay on the floor and on this pillow they put 
three things made of iron. They are round but open at the bottom. 
They sit this open part on the pillow and then take two bamboo 
sticks and knock on them playing a regular tune. Then they have a 
great brass gong they strike and two or three little drums. Then 
they dance to this music but it was the strangest dance I ever saw. 
They never smile when dancing and hardly move their feet but keep 
their hands going with the music and move their body a very little. 
The men played the music first and danced, then we asked the girls 
to dance so they took the music and played while some of them danced 
and then they sang for us. They cut some cocoanuts and brought 
us to drink which we did justice to as we were very dry. We had a > 
heavy shower while we were there. As soon as it cleared up we went 
down to the beach where the boat was and started for the ship. 


March 25th: This afternoon Husband and I went ashore to a place 
called Dalhu. We had never been their before. After we got landed 
high and dry we started for the Kings house and their they got out 
there music and played and danced. It is their Custome to take a 
hankerchief in one hand and a fan in the other when dancing and when 
they get through dancing put the hankerchief in some ones lap and, 
that one is expected to dance so one of them put it in my lap so I got 
up and did the best I could. We had a very amuseing time. 


April 1st: Husband made them understand that if they would bring 
their produce aboard the ship he would buy, so they loaded up their 
Canoes and started for the ship with us. Daniel bought a lot more 
cocoanuts and with five neadles I bought some cocoanut oil for the 
hair and some sugar cane. We asked the King the name of the 
Island. They call it Lepond+. I see on the Chart it is called Louisa 
Island. This evening while sitting in our room on deck, I reading 
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to daniel, the ship keeper came to the door and wanted daniel to give 
Crofford one of the boat steers something to take for he was quite 
sick, Did not know as he would live till morning so Husband went 
down in the stearage and see him. Found him in great distress. 
Gave him some medsine but did not seem to do him any good as he 
grew worse. They come and called daniel between two and three 
oclock and he worked on him several hours. The cook was taken 
sick and he asked for medsine to night. Daniel says their are two 
more sick to night in the fore castle. 


April 5th: Daniel was up several times in the night with Crofford 
for he was very sick through the night. Daniel is all tired out being 
broke of his rest two nights. I have not done much of any thing to 
day. The ship is going so fast that I do not feel well at all 


April 6th: The men have busy to day making awning to go at mast 
head the sun is so hot for them we fear they would get sun stroke ; we 
spent this evening playing back gammond, Mr Bourne showing us 
how as neather of us knew anything about the game. 


Auril 9th: This morning after I got up Husband handed me a nice 
bottle of wine that Capt Moulton sent me and also a watch case for 
me to take the pattern of, It being a free mason design upon it. 
Husband was very anxious to have one made. I have been laying down 
most of the day the weather being so very warm, takes all my strength 


away. 


April 11th: Jest before dinner they cryed out “white water” but did 
not see any thing more of it till about one oclock. They raised whales 
and quarter to two they lowered four boats and at four oclock daniel 
came aboard with a whale that he got, and one that Mr Bourne got 
and at five oclock all hands was on deck and the boats on the Cranes 
and three whales along side. Mr Harris got the third whale. When 
Mr Vanderhoop came aboard he sait that Toby a Kanaka was lost. 
A whale struck him milling him and knocking him over board in- 
stantly. He sunk right down side of the whale head. the men thought 
when he was going down that he was going right into the whales 
mouth. They met with good luck getting whales but the sad news 
that they brought aboard with them took away all the pleasure. 


April 14th: About four oclock we had the boat lowered and started 
for the STAFFORD. The second mate Mr Lawrence gave me a 
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card with reading upon it to put in my album. It was very appropriate. 
We had a fine time aboard the STAFFORD. I like gaming very 
much for it is a change of seen. 


April 15th: They come aboard with long faces feeling pretty bad 
not getting a whale but when all the boats got aboard and they found 
that one of them had had a good chance, a very good opportunity to 
catch them, and lost the whale by a calless throw by the boat stearer 
named Allen. It made us all feel very bad. Daniel is going to have 
him go in his boat. 


April 18th: Husband got a man from aboard the Stafford for boat 
stearer by the name of Thomas. We losing Toby a boat stearer and 
another one being sick by the name of Crofford made us short. We 
let the Captain have a portugese by the name of Anthorne. 


April 24th: Today Mr Bourne struck a porpoises and he got away 
from him with the iron in him. They generally sink but this one floated 
and so they lowered a boat and picked him up. It was quite exciting 
for a little while all so anxious about them getting him. Of course 
we had porpoises balls and fried porpoises and porpoises cakes for 
tea which tasted very nice as we had salt meat so long. 


April 28th: Husband says there is a Merchant vessel in sight Mr 
Bourne took the boat and went aboard carrying my letter and one for 
wife, but he very shortly returned saying the captain has his wife 
aboard and wished us to come aboard and see them. So after making 
ourselves ready we started, I carryed a bundle of papers and a book 
to her. I found her to be a very plesant Inglish Lady and her Husband 
also was Inglish and we found him a very agreeable person. The 
vessel was a merchant Bark [bound to Sidney]. The name was 
NOVELTY. They had a splendid great cabin all fitted for taking 
passengers, The decks were very roomy. Their were only nine 
persons aboard besides the Capt and his wife. On coming away she 
gave me a bundle of papers and seven bound books and a can of 
blue berries and also a jar of perserved ginger and half a dozen eggs. 
The Captain gave me a very pretty presant some thing that an insect 
made beneath the water, which I prize very highly. 


May 2nd: How memory recalls the sad day a year ago when I left 
Father and Mother and a plesant home to make my home upon the 
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restless ocean. I seem to hear my mothers cry when I took the parting 
kiss and then again I seem to see my father as he stood on the wharf 
watching the pilot boat bearing me away from him It was a sad 
day to them as well as to me. I know they feel lonely and miss me 
very much the same as I do them. What a happy day it will be if we 
all live to meet again. 


May 15th: This afternoon they raised whales from mast head. A 
little past four oclock they lowered four boats. Got back aboard the 
ship at half past six it being about dark with no whale. I felt sorry 
for we had not seen whales for so long a time. 


June 2nd: This forenoon the men at mast head raised a sail and 
after dinner we see that it was the Stafford and about half past four 
Capt Moulton came aboard and Mr Bourne went aboard the Stafford. 
He carried a box aboard for me that Mr King the mate kindly offered 
to take home for me. The Capt brought me a bundle of papers. He 
stoped aboard of us till about eleven oclock. They had taken fifty 
Bbls sence we saw them last. 


June 18th: This morning between four and five oclock I heard the 
men cry out, “haul, haul’. They had struck a porpoise but lost him, 
then before breakfast another was struck and got. Through the day 
and evening their were six struck and four of them taken on deck, 
two of them taken after tea. It made quite exciting times. 


June 19th: This forenoon they sat the try works to going and tryed 
out the porpise and had half a barrel of oil. 


June 25th: We saw another vessel not far from ours. Could not 
make out who it was. After we got aboard daniel had the flag hoisted 
inviting the Capt aboard. We soon see him lower a boat, when he 
got aboard it proved to be Capt Howland of the Kathleen®. He stoped 
with us till about eleven oclock. Had a very plesant time as he was 
acquanted with some of the folk at home that we were. As I was 
very tired I went to bed directly after he left. 


5. The bark Kathleen was sunk by a sperm whale in 1902. The ship was struck only 
once but sank in a few minutes. 
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June 26th: This morning before I got out of my room I heard the 
cry “there she blows”. We eat our breakfast as soon as it could be 
got upon the table and then they lowered all four boats but see nothing 
of the whales after lowering. Stayed down till between eleven and 
twelve oclock and then come aboard. 


July 7th: After breakfast we fixed up a little and took a boat and 
crew and went over to [Leron?] some seven miles and stayed all 
day. Mr Bourne went with us. They got up a dinner for us con- 
sisting of rice boiled and rice made in balls. We think they were made 
up with cocoanut oil, boiled sweet potatoes, fish fried some way with 
a gravy. Then chicken got up the same way the fish was but every 
thing was seasoned up so high with red pepper that I could hardly 
eat it. They had a round table with legs to it, but they were only 
about an inch high. We had to sit on the floor and take the plates in 
our laps. We had large spoons to eat with, some that they got aboard 
some ship. The mans wife where we went was only fourteen years, 
had been married three years and had one child. When we come 
away the man and his wife come with us. We invited them to come 
with us aboard the ship as his wife had never been aboard a ship. 
We got aboard the ship jest before dark. 


Monday July 8th: Daniel and I went ashore this morning, went to 
the place where they get water for the ship It was a very pretty 
place, went aboard just before dinner. After dinner took a boat and 
went over to a small Island right opposite Leron It has no name to 
it on the Chart but it is a lovely little Island with a beautiful sand 
beach. We carried clothes to go in bathing. We went in, had a nice 
bathe after which daniel went of guning and I went along the beach 
picking up shells. 


July 10th: This morning after eating breakfast we started for Mow- 
ang. It is a place about half way to Salibaboo. As we got near to the 
landing who should we see but Capt Moulton coming in a Canoe so 
they paddled the Canoe into Mowanger and we all went up to the 
King’s house. This house was made nicer than any we have been 
into yet, all the post and beams were Black ebony and the place was 
layed out better than any we have been to. The school master went 
with us to the school house. It was quite a large building with only 
one room, had a chair and Table for the school master and benches 
round the side of the room for the children. They had books and 
slates and they have a large smooth board for a black board. The 
school master gave me a book, it was a Malay singing book. 


Forty 
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The docks at the foot of Center Street — about 1880. The whaling vessel is drying sails, 
a common sight as late as the 1920’s. Barrels of whale oil were commonly stored on the 
wharves and until lately a warm summer day would often bring forth odorous reminders 
of New Bedford’s past. 
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- the end of an era. 


Unemployed whale ships 


July 20th: On getting up this morning found that they had had fair 
winds through the night and we were clost into Ternate, so I made 
myself ready to go ashore and about half past eight we started but 
we had a long pull and did not reach Capt Edwards till half past 
eleven oclock. We found Capt Edwards and famly well and glad to 
see us. Soon after we arrived Mrs Edwards brought out the letters 
and their were seven letters for us with some papers. Mr Bourne 
went ashore with us and he got some letters. We retired quite early 
as it is the custom with the family. I sat a small stand up side of the 
bed with a lamp upon it and after getting into bed read my letters 
from home. I found they contained sad news for me. The death of 
an Aunt and Father had been dangerously sick but thanks be to god 
they were better in my last letter. Of course I did not sleep much 
that night. 


August 2nd: I went of to the ship for there was a squall coming up 
and they were afraid I would get wet if they did not hurry aboard. 
Daniel had to go back to put the letters in the office for the post master 
was at dinner when we come down to the boat. After seeing my 
letters had the stamps on and knowing they were all right he went 
aboard of the Adeline Gibbs with Capt Forman and got some books 
and papers that the Capt had read and wanted to exchange with me 
for some that I had read so they come aboard of us and I gave him a 
bundle. 


August 9th: The Island of Latta is in sight. To day we have been 
in company with the Sunbeam all day and this evening while daniel 
and Mr Bourne and my self were sitting on deck talking, Capt Lavers 
holoed to us to come aboard and spend the evening. We soon got 
ready and went aboard. Mr Bourne went with us and we stayed 
till after ten oclock. Had a very nice time. The mate Mr Clark 
gave me a new dress. The Capt sent two boxes of shoes aboard of us 
this afternoon for me to see if their were any that would fit. I took 
two pair and Mrs Lavers sent me some papers. 


August 17th: This morning on waking heard it raining and we 
have had a very rainy day. Our friend the Merchantman was in 
sight this morning and this afternoon we heard the cry that 
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their were four Barks in sight this afternoon, one of them come clost 
to so near that daniel got up in the boat and waved his hat to the 
Capt. and I got up on the stern. I could see the men on deck very 
plain. I could see the large dog that they had aboard and heard him 
bark. Daniel sead the Capt was a mason but how he found out was 
more then I could tell. Daniel had the flag hoisted three times to 
say good bye and the other vessel did the same. Her name was the 
Maria Rickmer. 


August 18th: Did not go to bed till quite late last night; between 
ten and 11 oclock a heavy squall come up and Daniel and Mr Bourne 
both went on deck. It rained very hard and blowed very heavy for 
a short time. Blowed away the fore top mast stasail. It went with 
a bang! To day it has blowed all day, been very rugged. The 
steward and cook killed a hog this morning and we had roast spair 
rib for dinner. Had not more then got sat down to the table before 
the ship gave a pitch and over went dish of gravy and every thing 
on the table gave a jump. 


September 17th: Another beautifull day but so calm and we are 
anxious to be getting along on to the whaling grounds. I have been 
Embroidering and putting on braid. 


October 1st: Daniel and I washed to day. The men have been 
making rope this forenoon and this afternoon they were at work in 
the rigging. The Island of Matthias and New Hanover® are in sight. 


October 3rd: This morning we were quite near to the Island of New 
Hanover and before breakfast two canoes come from the Island full 
of natives who had some cocoanuts to trade so daniel got up on the 
stern of the vessel and traded with them. Gave a peace of iron hoop 
about a finger long for three or four cocoanuts. While he was 
tradeing they cryed out from aloft, “there she blows,” and daniel 
droped iron hoop and jumped into the rigging and went aloft. The 
natives were very much frightened, did not seem to know what it all 
ment, They soon left and went ashore. The natives on this Island do 
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not wear any clothing at all. They are a powerfull looking set of men, 
strong built, but Husband seys he thinks they are a weak set, Our 
boats had not been gone long before the Canoes came off again and 
wanted us to trade but as we would not they soon left again. The 
boats lowered about half past seven this morning and they saw three 
large whales. After dinner the Canoes come off again some fifteen 
or twenty of them loaded with Cocoanuts and some few bananas. 
They wanted to trade very bad, but our ship keeper stood in fear of 
them. Their were so many of them and such a hard looking set and 
we had only five men aboard [the rest were whale chasing|so he came 
down from aloft and tryed to keep them from coming along side. 
He took a gun and pointed at them (It was not loaded) one of them 
jumped over into the water but he could not get them to go, and the 
Canoes were still coming from the beach so he had the colors hoisted 
for the Boats to come aboard for he did not know what kind of 
natives they were but they did not trouble us and after a while they 
left. Some of them had their hair, wool I should have sead, colored 
red and some white and one man had some black stuff put all over 
his face in streaks, I think I must write down one little circumstance 
about our cook. He sead he was all right if they troubled us for he 
had got three kittles of boiling water on the stove: About half past 
three oclock daniel come aboard and about four oclock all hands was 
aboard. Did not have a whale, they all felt very low spirited. I felt 
so bad for them they had worked so hard and got nothing. 


October 5th: I fired of a pistol twice to day. It was my first attempt. 


October 9th: The natives were along side bright and early this 
morning and stayed round the ship till about four oclock going and 
coming, Such a noise as they kept up all day I was glad when they 
left. It was hard work to keep them of the deck they were so anxious 
to see. I see their red and black and white heads pop up over the 
rail every little while and so ended this day. 


October 17th: While daniel was ashore the natives come of to us. 
Mr Bourne would not let them come over the rail but they put their 
head up so I see them, and all of the looking things that I ever sat 
eyes on they were the worse. They had there hair colored various 
colors and holes in their nose with sticks stuck through and some 
had small teeth made up in different styles and stuck through their 
nose and feathers in their hair and beads on their neck and peaces of 
shells cut out and put in their hair and some had on brest plates and 
bracelets and a band round their wast about two inches wide. 
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October 19th: Jest before five oclock Daniel told Mr Bourne to take 
a boat crew and the lead and line and go in and see about anchoring. 
They did not get back till quarter to eight oclock we were all so 
anxious about them we thought something had happened to them and 
It was very dark. We were afraid the natives had molested them. 
We had three lanterns put up in the rigging. But after a while they 
come all safe and sound. We felt quite relieved and we went right 
down below and had tea for we had eaten no supper as we were so 
anxious. They found a nice place to anchor and some nice water 
come down from the mountains, a large stream. They brought of 
some of the water for us to drink. The men have been getting the 
Cable up and the anchors of the bow. 


October 20th: When they let the anchor go they all Hurrahed on 
the beach and It was no comon Hollo coming from the natives. They 
were so pleased to think that we had come to anchor there. I saw 
eight little huts built down on the beach made out of bambo and leaves 
and only a small place for them to crawl in. They are built very low. 
The natives have been of all day and as they wear no clothing I have 
to stop in my room. 


October 21st: The men have been getting water and stowing down 
all day. It looks so plesant to see the green all round us It seems 
as though I must go right in among it. 


October 22nd: This morning between eight and nine oclock I was 
up on the Potatoe pen looking ashore. The was no natives on deck 
at the time and Daniel purposed going a sailing and if we could find 
an Island with no natives on it we would land. We saw coconuts 
trees so was afraid that the were natives upon it, so I fired of the 
pistol that we had with us but did not raise any but frightened the 
little birds very much. While we ware wandering round, the boy 
were getting coconuts. They got the boat pretty well filled and daniel 
thought it best to return to the ship so we started. It was most one 
oclock when we got aboard. The decks were full of natives. They 
drove them forward and took me right up in the boat and I got out 
on top of the house and then down in the potatoe pen then right below 
to dinner. 


October 23rd: This morning the natives were of very early. Be- 
fore breakfast this morning Daniel bought me a pair of pigeons but 
one had both legs broken so had to cook him. They put my pig in 
a bird cage I had and when they got the pigeon they put that in 
their to: but they soon found that birds and pigs would not live to- 
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geather and had to part them. The men have been getting spars 
to day. 


November 4th: This morning Daniel and I washed. We had quite 
a large wash and it has been a very warm day. After dinner a diamond 
fish come along right under the wash boat and one of the men put an 
iron into him and after he got over his flurry they took him in on deck. 


November 21st: Another plesant day and very warm. On coming 
on deck this morning the Island of Groene and also Bouka or Bougain- 
villes Island? were plain in sight from the deck. 


November 25th: The natives began to come off from an Island 
named Wichelseas, at one time the was ten Canoes along side. They 
brought of Tortoise shell for trade mostly. If Daniel had had the 
trade such as they wanted, that was axes or tomahawk they called 
them, he could got five hundred dollars worth of the shell for each 
canoe had some of it. 


November 28th: We have gone east as far as we shall go for the 
presant and are now going towards New Ireland again. St Johns 
Island and Koans Island are in sight. 


December 2nd: Guess I should not have slept much if I had not 
had a swinging bed. 


December 11th: Breaking out the after hole seeing to the casks of 
beaf they found some with the hoop bursted of but the beaf was all 
right. While they were at work in the after hole I went and looked 
down. I had never seen down there before. I saw the large peaces 
of Iron that they have in for ballast, most as large as my body. This 
afternoon the Natives come off from Admiralty Island. 


December 25th: The past two days have been very quiet, seen noth- 
ing. Had a little breeze each day. This morning before I was up 
the boy tip toed down the stairs and wished me a Merry Christmas. 
They were all looking out to wish me first. After daniel went on 
deck Mr Bourne come and looked down the stairs and wished me. 
But I wished Mr Harris and Mr Vanderhoop. But the cook got a 
head of me. He looked down the sky light jest as I sat down to 
breakfast and wished me. They all seemed very anxious to wish me 
first. We have had a beautiful day, but I have not felt well at all. 
I have been taking out white clothes and airing them and been making 
Daniel a Masonic Flag. Saw Grampusses and fin back whales and 
a large number of small fish. I suppose they are having nice times 
at home now, wish I was there to enjoy it with them. 
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January 10th: They saw a Fin back from Mast head and I heard 
them cry out “there she blows”. Did not hear the cry but once so 
knowed that it was a fin back. The land is in sight, the Island of 
New Guinea and also Yow! or Aion Island. 
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January 15th: A nice plesant day with a good breeze and quite cool. 
This morning about nine oclock we heard the joyfull cry from mast 
head. “There she blows,” and It soon proved to be a large lone 
sperm whale. At half past eleven they lowered three boats, Daniel 
going with Mr Vanderhoop in the bow boat. Jest before three o clock 
the ship keeper at mast head cryed out “the bow boat is fast”. Then 
they lowered the fourth boat and went right down to them. At half 
past four oclock the bow boat and wast boats came aboard leaving 
Mr Bourne and Mr Vanderhoop with the whale. Daniel got into 
his boat, the star board boat, and come aboard. After daniel got 
aboard he worked the ship down to the boats and at six oclock the 
whale was made fast along side of the ship and all hands aboard safe. 
The whale looked very large as he lay along side. 


January 16th: After dinner Daniel went aloft and the vessel that 
was raised in the forenoon he found it to be a whaler which was 
running down to us, and we could not make out whether It was the 
Sunbeam or the Kathleen but after they lowered the boat with the 
aid of the glasses we saw that it was Capt Howland of the Kathleen. 
He got aboard about four o clock. Brought me 7 late New Bedford 
papers and a bunch of Bananas. 


January 21st: The Capt stayed aboard of us till most twelve o clock. 
We had a very plesant social gam as they call it. Whe he come 


Forty-six 


aboard he brought me half a dozen New Bedford papers. Little did 
I thing what sad news the morrow had in store for me. 


January 22nd: A bright plesant day. I went up to my little room 
on deck thinking I would have a nice time reading the papers that 
the Capt brought me. The very first one that I took up to read I 
saw my own dear fathers death. No one can ever know how I felt 
on reading that. After I got over the first terrible shock no pen can 
ever discribe my feelings. 


January 28th: This morning while at the breakfast table we heard 
the cry from aloft, “There she blows,” after going on deck. Daniel 
went aloft. he soon told them on deck to get the boats ready. Such 
a busy time as their was on deck for they had somethings broke out 
of the run [the hold]. Them was all to put back again. While some 
one was putting those back, others were running hither and thither 
doing this and that. The boats did not get aboard till half past 
seven in the evening. Then they explained how it happened that 
they lost the whale. It seems as though the waist boat got two 
Irons in the whale, good, but There were several other whales along 
with this whale and the line got entangled round these other whales 
and the irons both drawed out. We all felt very bad for we needed 
the oil so much. None of the boats got a whale. It seems as though 
they do have very bad luck. 


February 19th: Today their has not been but a few natives of. 
The men have been getting of wood and this afternoon daniel and I 
went ashore. I carried the King’s wife one of my dresses and cut 
her out another while ashore. I should think there were two hun- 
dred stood round me while I was cutting the dress. They made a 
great time about it8. 


February 21st: This morning It was very plesant and right away 
after breakfast we started for the Island of Kabruang. Husband 
wanted to get some men to go to Sea with him as so many of our 
crew had run away. 


February 22nd: This morning I flew round and fixed up a little, 
for the Missionary and the Dutchman was coming to make us a little 
visit. Daniel was trading with the natives all the morning. About 
ten oclock the Missionary and his friend come. They had not been 
here long before the German come from Moranga. The night before 
when the German left us at Kabruang Daniel gave him a note to 
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give to Mr Bourne when he got to the ship to let him have three pair 
of irons, for he sead our run away men slept in his house the night 
before and he would make them fast while they were asleep and 
bring them aboard in the morning but when he come he did not 
bring them. He sead they did not sleep at his house. 


February 23rd: The boy had not got the table cleared of when they 
sead that a large proa was coming and they thought that the Capt 
was in it and it proved to be true for in a short time Daniel and the 
German was aboard. Daniel was an offul looking man. His face 
was all scratched up and his hand all done up in a cloth and his 
white pants that he wore away was as black as could be with mud 
and he had on a long black native dress. He sent a boat right of 
to Moranga after the men that they had caught. In about an hour 
and a half the boat come back with the men. The cooper was one 
and Fish and Bradon and a portugese that we call Mary Young, 
he had fell down a precipice and was hurt very bad. He was all 
rolled up in a blanket laying in the bottom of the boat. The German 
stoped and took dinner with daniel (we had all been to dinner) and 
then bid us good bye. Daniel then picked out his men that he wanted 
out of a lot of natives that were on deck wanting to go with us. In 
about half an hour the ship was under way. 


March Ist: Between five and six oclock we droped anchor in Ter- 
nate and the Harbor Master was soon aboard. We soon got into 
the boat and went ashore. Found Capt Edward and wife well and 
going to a Ball at the Residents house given in Honor of the Capt 
and officers on board of a Russian man of war which had been lay- 
ing there some time with most of her crew down with the fever. 
We had an invation to go with them, so I sent of for several things 
that I wanted aboard the ship. So we made ourselves ready, Daniel 
in black clothes with a white vest and I in white. We had a very 
plesant time. There was music and dancing and refreshments several 
times in the evening. The house was lit up very brilliantly and all 
along the roads and the whole length of the pier making It look very 
plesant. 


March 5th: To day Daniel bought me a silk dress one that was 
given to Louisa by one of the officers aboard the Russian man of 
war It came from China. 


March 17th: I then went below and eat my dinner. There has 
been a large proa in sight all day and this afternoon she came quite 
near to us and three of the natives took a Canoe that they had in tow 
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and come along side of us but we could not understand them. We 
had natives aboard that could understand them but they could not 
talk with us, but when our boys got aboard we found out that they 
had lost their way and wanted to know the way to Banda. Our boats 
did not get aboard till 7 o clock in the evening and did not have any 
whale. The boat stearer in the waist boat throwed an iron but missed. 
There were a nice lot of whales but very shy. 


March 25th: Birds Island is a very pretty shaped Island It is quite 
high and perfictly round. This forenoon we saw a very large water 
spout and It was right in our wake as we were stearing. Daniel 
changed the course of the vessel and as It come towards us so very 
fast had all sail taken in and Mr Bourne he loaded a bum-gun?. 
Thought If It come near enough he would fire at It to see if It would 
burst. It got within a mile of us then It began to go of. I never 
saw any thing like It. It boiled up very high. Could see the large 
spout come down from the cloud. It was a grand and an offull 
solemn sight. 


March 26th: For dinner to day we had chicken soup flavored with 
cock-roach and my tea was flavored with spider. 


March 27th: We have had all kinds of weather to day. A chicken 
got over board. They lowered a boat and picked her up. In about 
half an hour she was over board again but they picked her up along 
side of the ship. 


March 28th: It was the Kathleen, and after dinner about half past 
one Daniel and Mr Harris went aboard of her. I thought I would 
not go as it look as though it would rain. Mr Folger the Mate come 
aboard of us and in the evening we had a nice time playing back 
gammon and perchia. About nine o’clock It commenced to rain and 
It rained very hard. I went to bed at twelve oclock and It rained 
so hard that daniel did not come aboard and Mr Folger had to stay 
aboard of us 
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March 29th: Raining this morning. Mr Folger and I had a game 
of back gammon this morning The Kathleen was no wheres to be 
seen when the Mates come on deck this morning. They went up 
aloft and after a while saw a sail and run for it but It proved to be 
a proa but in a short time they caught sight of another sail which 
was the Kathleen and about 9 o.clock we were near enough together 
so the boats could go so Mr Folger took leave of us and went aboard 
and Daniel and the Capt come aboard of us. It was so stormy the 
Capt stoped with us till ten minutes to 9 in the evening. I was very 
soon in my bed after he left. 

April 4th: The sailors have been making rope. Daniel has been 
sawing out the Bracket and I have been Embroidering. I have got 
so tired of thinking. It is all I have to do is to sit and sew and think. 


April 9th: Jest as the bell struck for ten oclock they raised whales 
at mast head and less then a half hour three boats were down. Daniel 
acted as Ship-keeper stayed at mast head all the time. It rained 
very hard when the boats lowered and has been rainy and squally 
all day. At 1 oclock they lowered daniels boat and went after the 
whale that the mates boat had dead and Mr Harris boat had another 
dead, left them with wafts [flags] in them. At half past two oclock 
Daniels boat come with one and got that made fast along side. It 
was a small one - a calf. Then the boat started for another and at 
three oclock come along side with two more whales quite good size 
ones and at half past four oclock the boats were on the cranes and 
all aboard safe and I could not help feeling thankful that nothing had 
happened to anyone. 


April 10th: A cloudy day, nice for cutting in the whales. Had one 
cut in before breakfast (have breakfast at seven oclock) and the other 
two were all in on deck at ten minutes to nine. Had the try works 
going at half past ten. Every thing is greasy and smoky and such a 
disagreeable smell and every thing is moved out of Its place. 


April 11th: It has been a nice day the try works have been going 
all day got the last in about seven oclock this evening. 


April 12th: To day they have been scouring and cleaning ship and 
putting away things and getting things straightened up again It 
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looks nice to see the casks on deck full of oil, if there is not much of 
It. only about twenty five bbls of It. 


April 13th: A very plesant sabbath morning. A large Merchant 
vessel a ship ahead of us. Daniel thought when we first see her that 
I might have an Opportunity to send letters Home so I got my writing 
desk up on deck and went to writing. We got the signals out and 
hoisted them but they made no reply to them so we concluded they 
had no signals. She was a duch vessel and she was going through 
a passage at the south end of Celebes. She had a good breeze so we 
gave up thinking about sending letters. These Merchant men dont 
like to be troubled with letters as a general thing. Saw porpoises 
to day and can see the Tiger Islands?°. 


April 22nd: We can see the Island called Baars Island to day they 
took every thing out of the Stearage and white washed it. It looked 
white and nice. 


April 23rd: My little dog Fido was so sick that I did not do much 
but hold him and try to ease the pain. He has been a very sick 
little thing all day, made me feel very bad to see him suffer so and 
could do nothing to releive him, As he cannot live I shall be glad 
when he breathes his last and gets through his sufferings. 


April 24th: Daniel went on deck this morning at five oclock and 
our little pet Fido had jest breathed his last. He was very sick all 
night. The boat stearers sead they took care of him. One of them 
had him in there arms rubing him when he died. After breakfast 
Daniel put him in a little box that he had down in the run and then 
filled all in round him with sand and nailed the cover on (It was 
slide cover) and then lashed It all up with rope and then buryed 
our little pet in the deep blue sea. 


April 26th: This morning before we were up we experanced an 
earth quake. We were both sound asleep but the vessel shook so 
that It woke us both up. She trembled like a leaf. We all thought 
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she had struck. Daniel was out and on deck before I could say a 
word. The mate sead he heard a noise sounded like thunder at a 
distance. It done us no damage. 


April 28th: Daniel done my washing this morning would not let 
me do any thing towards it. I was feeling so miserable. 


May 4th: This morning we droped anchor in Bemer!! bay but could 
not get up among the vessels that were at anchor for the wind left us. 
It has been a very warm day so far. About half past four we went 
ashore. It was a very bad landing. One of our boys carried Daniel 
ashore on his back and they then rolled the boat ashore on rollers to the 
beach. At about half past seven we went down to the beach and we 
found the water had gone out so far there was no way to get to the 
boat, so the Commandant he had a chair fitted with bambo under 
neath and four natives carried me of to the boat in the chair. They 
rested it on their shoulders. It was quite a ways to the boat. The 
natives were up to their hips in water and they then brought Daniel 
of the same way. 


May 9th: We went to see the Kings house It was a very large 
house but in a very bad condition. It was about eighty years old. 
At the enterance to the yard was a large building with long stairs to 
go up, could see all over the Island when up their. We did not go up. 
Round the house and out side of the fence were men who squatted 
with their guns to guard the house and inmates. It had four canons 
mounted out side of the fence. The King is only eight years old and 
lives with his Mother, his Father having been dead some six years. 
He never go out of the house and cannot go out until eighteen years 
of age then he can go where he pleases. 


May 10th: Then we went into the Mahomet church. It was a large 
building. They would only let us go in as far as the middle of the 
house for they are going to have a feast day they call It (next Mon- 
day). They celebrate the Mahomets birth day. But I must tell 
about the Church. They have no seats in the church, only three 
mats spread down in front of the alter where they kneel to worship. 
The men and wemen do not worship togeather but have a curtain 
drawed acrost one end of the room where the wemen go. They had 
a large well in the yard and two large stone jars that they keep filled 
with water. They sit one side of the church steps and all have to 
wash their feet and hands before going into the Church. 
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Sunday May llth: The Grotto was quite a curiosity to me, where 
the sea had washed in and formed shelves one above another. The 
natives had been there and made a little seat in the stone. Their 
were a great many names painted all over head of people that had 
visited the Grotto, We carried paint to paint our names, but Mr 
Bourne mixed it to thin. I painted Daniels but It was very faint. 
Saw snake holes all round in the rock. Saw the heads of two peeping 
out to have a look at us. Also saw a snake skin where he had shed 
It of. After sitting down on one of the shelves and having a rest, 
we went back where we landed and spread the table cloth on the 
grass for a Lunch, then put all the provisions on. Had wine and all. 
The dinner tasted beautiful after tramping round and getting so very 
tired. The tide was down very low so our sailor boys had to carry 
us ashore in their arms. After resting a while and taking some tea 
we went for a walk. Went where they were making the Ornaments 
for the feast, a pyramid of flowers made of bright colored paper and 
a number of sprigs of flowers. On top the pyramid was a pine-apple 
made of paper. It was very perfict. It looked very pretty by lamp 
light. They were playing the music and the natives danced for us. We 
had chairs brought for us to sit in. It was really interesting to see 
them danceing with their long knives (they call them creases) and 
they were dressed very curiously. We sat and looked at them as 
long as we cared to. Then went back to the Fort and got supper. 


May 12th: After dinner we made our selves ready and went over 
to the town to see the procession as this is their feast day with the 
Mahomets. They Celebrate Mahomets birth every year. We sat 
their an hour or more watching the horses racing by and then the 
crowd began to geather. Their were some three hundred horse-men 
on horses and about one thousand five hundred people. The roads 
were lined with people as far as we could see. The procession kept 
coming and we see a house coming round the corner with a lot of 
natives carrying it on their shoulders. The house was about fifteen 
foot square. It was light, being made of bamboo. It was covered 
with red cloth and white and blue. Their were four native men and 
four women dressed up very fancy with a crown made of fancy paper 
of different colors with some gold and silver paper making them look 
very pretty in the sun. The Ladys had on heavy gold bracelets and 
fancy dress skirts. The Ladys danced in the house, held a fan and 
pocket-chief in one hand. The men had on fancy pants and skirts 
and sash and after the Ladys had danced they sat the house down and 
the four men got out and on the green grass before the house. They 
had three peaces of music a small drum and two other peaces of 
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music shaped like fish horns. It was very amusing to us, never seen 
any thing like it before. There were three horses that danced with 
their riders on their back and they were dressed of in great style. 
May 14th: I forgot to mention yesterday when writing our call to 
the China mans in the evening. We had a very plesant call and took 
tea with them out of some tinnest little cup and saucers. They wound 
up a music box they had and did every thing they could to entertain 
us. We had a fair breeze and currant and was soon out of sight of 
Bima. I layed down after dinner and had a rest. 


May 16th: This morning the morning watch killed the Ox that we 
got in Bima and we had some for dinner. It tasted very nice. We 
can see the Island of Celebes. 


May 17th: We are now in Maccasser straits. Can see Celebes and 
three small Island. No name to them on the Chart. 


May 21st: Had another warm day. The steward killed a goose 
for dinner and I have been stripping the feathers that come of him 
fora pillow. Madea pillow case and put them in. 


May 30th: This morning the first thing I heard on wakeing was 
“there she blows”. Mr Bourne and Mr Harris come down and eat 
a little breakfast and then lowered three boats. Mr Vanderhoof eat 
no breakfast. Daniel was at mast head. Had a good breeze and 
after the boats got where the whales was all right Daniel come down 
and eat some breakfast and the cooper was at mast head, and then 
Daniel went to mast head again. At ten oclock all three boats were 
fast and daniel went down in his boat and the boat steerer struck a 
small one. Then they all come along side with their whales, four in 
number two of them were quite good sized ones. Got aboard and 
the whales made fast and the boats on the Cranes at eleven oclock 
and at half past three they had them all cut in and at five the try 
works were going. There was not a shark seen through all the 
cutting, To night it is calm and still hardly a breathe of air and such 
a greasy time as their is on deck to night. 


May 31st: About five o clock this morning Mr Vanderhoof came 
to our state room window and waked us up. jSead that one of the 
men named Bradon had cut his finger off in the minceing machine. 
Daniel jumped right up and went on deck and found he had cut it 
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of slanting from the end of the finger to the second joint. Mr Bourne 
he got up and went on deck and he and Daniel concluded that the 
peace must come of. So they gave him eather and cut and sawed it 


of. It was the fore finger on his right hand. 


June Ist: A very pleasant Sabbath morning. They had got the 
last bluber in the pots boiling this morning when I come on deck. 
Between ten and eleven oclock this forenoon they raised something 
from mast head. Thought it sperm whales but were not sure until 
after dinner and then they pronounced them sperm whales and about 
one oclock they lowered three boats. And at half past six Mr Harris 
came along side and brought a whale and then he went down where 
Mr Bourne and Mr Vanderhoof was. Mr Bourne having got a 
whale and Mr Vanderhoof to, but his whale was acting very bad and 
Mr Harris helped him kill his whale. They did not get to the ship 
till twenty five minutes to ten. we did not get to bed till half past 
eleven. But we went to bed feeling quite nice with three whales 
along side. It has not seemed much like the Sabbath. 


June 6th: A very plesant day, washed this morning. It has been so 
greasy all the week I thought I could not wash. Have been stowing 
down the oil the last three whales made us, thirty bbls. 


June 7th: This fore-noon about half past ten oclock they raised 
whales again. I could see them very plain of deck. At a quarter 
past four Mr Harris boat was fast and brought him along side at a 
quarter past five and at a quarter past six Mr Bourne come along 
side with another. The bow boat come along side in about an hour 
but had no whale. Had It showery all the afternoon, we can see 
North Watcher Island!2. 


June 8th: A lovely sabbath morning. But it dont seem much like 
the Sabbath on our decks this morning, every body busy as bees in 
a hive. At twenty minutes past nine oclock two whales were cut in 
on deck and at half past ten oclock they were boiling. Saw a floating 


12. North Watcher - 4° S, 11914° E. 
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Island this afternoon, the trees on it were very green - looked like 
palm trees. 


June 9th: The boy and I cleaned every thing out of my room today 
for I was troubled last night with some of the large cock-roches. 
Did not find only three large ones 


June 11th: It was a very beautifull morning when I come on deck, 
so Daniel and I went to washing. Had not washed but two small 
peaces when we heard the joyfull cry from mast head “there she 
blow”. Daniel of course went right to mast head and found out It 
was sperm whales but a long ways off. At the time black clouds 
were riseing in the north and soon shut in the horizon so could see 
nothing and began to rain and while It was raining the whales went 
we dont know where. Have not seen them sence. It was very calm 
and still when we raised them. I made out to get my clothes dry. 


June 13th: They have been stowing down the oil to day, the last 
two whales made us 25 bbls more. The Island of Borneo in sight. 


June 23rd: Did not wash this morning It was so rugged and it 
blowed so hard. Can see the Island of Borneo from of deck 


June 27th: A merchant ship has been within six miles of us this 
afternoon, she is very large. I was so in hopes that I should get a 
chance to send a letter home by her, but my hopes were raised only 
to be dashed for we have such strong winds. 


June 28th: This morning our friend was quite near and we are 
having a calm, so husband seys get your letter ready and Mr Bourne 
will take it aboard. All I had to do was to date It and at eight o clock 
Mr Bourne started. I sent the Capt a package of books. Mr Bourne 
got back aboard again at quarter past one. The vessel was a mer- 
chantman bound to New York, had been to Manila, had a cargo of 
Hemp and Sugar - Her name was Templer, Capt Fessenden, the 
vessel belonging to Boston. The Capt very kindly took my letter 
sead he would post it at Anjir at which place he was going to for 
recruits. Sent me a large package of book and papers and a jar of 


Fifty-six 


perserves, some sweet potatoes and Irish ones. He sent an Invita- 
tion for us to come aboard tomorrow, It being Sunday and spend 
the day with him 


June 29th: It was calm this morning and very plesant when I come 
on deck, Our friend was in sight some fifteen or twenty miles off, 
most to far off to go gaming. 


June 30th: A very nice day for washing. Daniel washed, would 
not let me for I stuck a knife in the middle of my hand last week and 
he was afraid I would get cold in it. To day the men have been fitting 
the Main Gallant Back-stays. Another month has rolled away. 


July 4th: I suppose to day they are having a Celebration at home 
as It is the glorious Forth. We had baked goose and all the fixings 
for dinner to day. That was the only Celebration we could have. 


July 9th: Cut my muslin dress to day. Made daniel some colors 
to day. and daniel has finished of a Mahogany frame. The men 
have been fitting riging and breaking out the steerage and making 
a sail pen down their. 


July 10th: A very rugged day. I ironed a rapper and white waist 
this forenoon. Had hard work to iron them It was so rugged. 


July 14th: Very rugged to day. Husband sead to night that as the 
wind was right a head he did not think he should try for Bemier any 
longer but had concluded to go direct to Singapore. Today is my 
birth day, 32 years old. I hope I shall not have to spend more then 
one more birth day aboard this vessel. 


July 16th: Another nice plesant day. Took all the clothes out of my 
clothes press and aired them. All hands on deck scraping ship. I 
have been fitting my black silk sack. 


July 17th: A beautiful day again. Washed this forenoon, been 
working on my thick drab dress to day, finished It. 


July 19th: They have finished scraping ship to day, scoured of with 
soap and sand to night. Daniel painted my room to day. The cook 
has been cleaning the galley. I made a fly for the vane on the mizzen 
mast, and bound round a peace of carpet to put down to my door in my 
room on deck, been basting in ruffles in the necks of dresses and 
puting in buttons and &c. 


July 22nd. Painting again to day. The vessel begins to look very 
nice with only one coat of paint. To night we are only one hundred 
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and seventy two miles from Singapore. We shall soon be their if we 
can only have a breeze. I shall be so glad when we get there, so I 
can have my letters from Home. I can hardly wait to get them. 


July 24th: We have had a beautiful day and fair winds. Have been 
painting out side of the vessel again to day. Got out a new spanker 
and put up. Had the slop cask out and the boys had a great time 
getting clothes to wear ashore. About two oclock saw 

point. If the wind holds favorable we shall soon be in Singapore, 
everybody is very busy on deck today. At four o clock they got up 
twenty five fathom of chain, about four this afternoon saw the first 
light House. It was a long ways off looked like a tall straight stick. 
At five saw a large steamer a stern of us. Can see the light House 
very plain. heading right for It. It is a flash light. 


July 25th: It is cloudy this morning. We are laying at anchor 
waiting for the pilot. After I got into bed last night they droped 
anchor as It was calm and head tide. When the anchor went down 
made the vessel tremble like a leaf. They did not have chain enough 
out had to get out more of the ball down in the steerage. Before 
seven oclock the pilot come aboard, he was a Malay. It commenced 
to rain jest before seven oclock this morning and for five hours It 
blowed a perfect gale of wind. At twelve oclock the wind went down 
and weighed anchor and sit sail for Singapore. We did not have 
dinner till one. Two steamers passed us going into Singapore and 
two coming out this forenoon and one going in this evening. We 
droped anchor between eight and nine this evening It being calm. 


July 26th: A splendid morning, but very warm. A fair wind to go 
to Singapore but head tide, weighed anchor between seven and eight 
oclock this morning. Saw a steamer going into Singapore. Their 
are two vessels trying to get up to Singapore a duch Bark and a Brig. 
We droped anchor jest before four oclock this afternoon. We are 
some ways from the place as the wind left us. In less time then I 
can write It two boats were along side with to runners, very social 
gentlemen. About half past five Daniel went ashore with them to 
see about letters. Got two from Mother but not late ones, one from 
Mrs Brown and another from Carrie Spooner, also one from Counta- 
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law of Bemia. It was writen in duch and of course we could not read 
It. Two firms sent of a lot of papers for me to look at, a lot of our 
shiping List and some foreign papers and also some comic ones. At 
half past eleven it began to rain and it rained and thundered very 
hard till about one. Two chinamen come to the ship. They brought 
of clothes all ready made and paterns of cloth, and then a shoe maker 
come off and another with all kinds of dress goods and shawls and &c. 


July 27th: Husband and I went ashore in our Boat and took a 
Carrage at the pier and went over to New Harbor where they have 
built a new pier lately, It was a very plesant drive out their. Come 
back and drove all over Singapore most to see the sights, and sights 
I did see. I see so much that I hardly know what I did see. We went 
into a China-mans Church. It was worth seeing with Its many images 
and the paintings and gilt work. 


July 28th: It has been very plesant all day. Daniel went ashore 
about half past eight oclock on business, did not get back till after 
three o clock. Sead he had spook for a room for me at a Hotel and 
I could go ashore to night or in the morning. I was soon ready with 
my large trunk on deck and we got into the boat and was soon along 
side of the pier where we took a carrage for the Hotel De.La.Paix 
where we found every thing very nice and comfortable. I forgot to 
write about this forenoon a boat come along side with a lot of trays 
full of shells. I bought a few peaces of coral and a few shells. Gave 
25 cents for them. Their were several China-men with their differant 
kinds of trade, Daniel had a pair of shoes and a pair of pants and a 
coat come of to day that he spook for yesterday. One of the China- 
men brought of some-thing in a cage looked very much like a kitten 
only had a very long tail. 


July 29th: Daniel come back about twelve oclock. We had dinner 
at one o clock. They call it Tiffin here. At four oclock this after- 
noon took a carrage and went to two large stores, one was named 
Littles. I bought some needles and a net and some Elastic. Got 
back to the Hotel at six oclock had tea at half past six. 


August lst: Daniel bought me a pretty breast-pin. Then we went 
down to Mericans where daniel is doing some trading to see If they 
had sent of the caned meats to the ship. And their Daniel had a 
present for me, an Album cover of Sandel wood, was going to send 
It aboard the ship not let me know any thing about it but one man 
brought it out that knowed nothing about the plan. 
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August 2nd: A very warm morning. Daniel went of after break- 
fast and got some money, got it of Peterson & Simons Then come 
to the Hotel with the Dutash for our wash clothes then went aboard 
the Ship. Got back only in time for Tiffin. Had a shower this 
forenoon. 


August 5th: We went round and tryed to get babys picture taken. 
Went round to the Photographs and to a china-man painter but It 
was faded so bad they could not take It. 


August 8th: Daniel did not go aboard the ship this morning, has 
been busy settling up bills, have seen nothing of him this forenoon 
till Tiffin time. About five oclock this afternoon he come back to 
the Hotel, brought me a beautiful presant of a little gold watch for 
my birth days presant. 


August 10th: Daniel and he (Mr Bourne) went of for a ride. 
Daniel got back about half past ten. I was abed but could not 
sleep on account of a rat that was in the room. 


August 11th: <A beautiful morning. Daniel did not go aboard the 
ship till after breakfast. did not come back to Tiffin. Did not get 
back till four o clock in the afternoon. He was shiping men. when 
he got back I made my self ready and we got into the carrage and went 
for a ride, went out of town some four miles to see a fresh water 
Lake, this lake supplys the whole place of Singapore with water. 
It is lead through pipes under ground. It was a beautiful place. 


August 12th: Daniel went aboard this morning early but come back 
to breakfast, then went down street and shiped seven men, come to 
Tiffin, after Tiffin went of again. Daniel bought me a feather fan, 
a knife and some muslin and an under waist to day. 


August 13th: Daniel bought a clock and a pistol, Got back to the 
Hotel at half past four oclock. 


August 15th: Daniel did not go aboard the ship at all this morning 
as Mr Bourne come ashore early, Mr Bourne stoped to Tiffin with 
us. After dinner Mr Harris come ashore and had some trouble with 
the men runing away. I went into one of the Lady boarders rooms, 
stoped most all the forenoon. Mr Bourne brought of my pictures 
and albums this morning and I carried them down for the Ladys to 
see. They had a fine time looking at them. I bought a little lace 
to day and some muslin to go round the bed. Daniel bought a beauti- 
ful picture this forenoon. After Tiffin Mr Bourne and Mr Harris 
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and Daniel went of ina carrage. Did not get back till most six oclock, 
then daniel and I took a turn on the esplanade. After dinner went 
down on the veranda. Their were eight or nine gentlemen and us 
three Ladys, one elderly gentleman played the Guitar very nicely. 
I did not leave the company till after eleven oclock. Daniel did not 
come up till after twelve. The American Capt gave Daniel his pic- 
ture in course of the evening. 


August 16th: Right away after breakfast daniel went of to settle 
up some of his bills. Mrs Wilcox called on me this forenoon. Daniel 
see her down street and told her we thought of going to sea to day. 
Daniel come back about eleven oclock, sead their were no letters for 
me. I felt so bad not getting any late letters in here, had to cry a 
little. After Tiffin made my self ready to go on board the ship. Then 
got into the carrage and drove down to the pier. Their we meet with 
a Capt that had come down to the pier to go of to his vessel. Daniel 
Introduced me to him but I have forgoten his name. The Dubash 
was down their with a Camphor wood chest, a presant to me. Our 
things were soon in the sampan and we got in and started off for the 
old Bark where we soon arrived all right. Soon after getting on board 
saw a steamer going in, thought It was one that we might have some 
letters in, so daniel preposed going ashore and see, so Mr Bourne 
made himself ready and they went of. They did not get back till 
after eleven oclock. It was a steamer from Hong Kong, of course 
no letters for us. 


August 17th: The sabbath day. It seems very long. It is so still 
aboard the ship, no ringing of bells or singing of Birds as on shore. 
Been reading some, went to bed this afternoon and had a nape to 
pass away the time. 


August 26th: To day Daniel helped me break out my clothes press 
to put away a picture and a Bracket. Found any quantity of cock 
roaches, had the Boy to take all my clothes on deck and shake them 
out. Also broke out one of the lockers and put my Cabnet away. 
I was very tired by dinner time. Saw land again to day. 


September 1st: After dinner made myself ready to go ashore. We 
were some ways from Angier so daniel hired one of the boats that 
belonged to Angier to take us. We started about three oclock, did 
not arrived in Anjir13 till eight oclock in the evening. We had a long 
pull of ten miles. Had four natives to pull and the man steared was 
an old native. I got very tired before we got their. 


13. Angier - 6° 314’ S, 105° 55’ E. 
Net: through Sanda Straits for Madagascar. 
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September 4th: I have been sewing some to day, put some ristbands 
on a shirt for daniel and worked some worsted work and have been 
getting the paint out of my black silk dress that I got on to the old 
gentlemans at Anjir. They had jest been painting the post and the 
railing round the Piazza green. 


Sept 9th: Jest a week from Angir and daniel seys we have been 
fifteen hundred and twenty miles. 


Sept 16th: This afternoon about twenty minutes past five raised 
sperm whales lowered three boats and gave chase but got none. 


Sept 23rd: To day have seen a Top sail schooner, have also seen 
two Islands, one named Frigate and the other Recife Island. 


Sept 29th: [Near the Seychelle Islands, Indian Ocean] Did not wash 
this morning as the wind blowed very hard. Saw plenty of fish in 
the water and a finback to day. Daniel made up his mind this fore- 
noon to leave these parts as we have seen no whales and go round 
the Cape so my going ashore at Mahe is all over. This evening Mr 
Bourne sat in the door way of my room talking with me and daniel 
was out on deck talking with Mr Harris all to once daniel looked 
up and seys whats that and run to the side of the ship and here was 
breakers right clost to us. come to look we were right into them. 
This was about half past eight. Such a time as their was on deck. 
Daniel holloing for them to do this and do that. Called all hands 
and such a running to and fro, hauling ropes as good luck had It 
she tacked the first time in good shape or we should gone on the 
reef. We were all very much frightened but everything worked well 
and it was light, that being in our favor. But them great white rollers 
coming towards us did not look very nice. Little did we think when 
we sit here so comfortable talking that we were in such great danger, 
going into danger as fast as we could. One breaker broke under our 
stern and another under the bows, could see bottom under the star 
board boat, did not get to bed till quite late. 


Oct 2nd: Blowed harder than it has sence we left home. Had the 
side boards put in round the sky light and an old canvas sail over 
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the top, had the doors in the gang way and the top sheet over. It 
makes It very dark and gloomy below in the Cabin. I had my lamp 
lit all the forenoon. I went on deck this morning but my room was 
all wet and Daniel did not think It safe for me to stop in It for a sea 
might come over and take it away. I had my Canary and Cockatoo 
carried down and hung in my state room - I did not care to stop on 
deck such weather. Lost four ducks and five chickens got chilled 
and died. Took some of them out put them in the gally to get warm. 
got them all in tubs now. To night the steward got the supper all 
on the table and the vessel gave one of her dives and most every thing 
went on the floor. Lost most all the hash. Did not break a dish but 
It was quite laughable. 


Oct 3rd: This morning the weather is a great deal better. After 
dinner I went below to lay down for a nape as usual but had not 
been down their more than twenty minutes when I heard daniel cry 
out “Hard down the wheel, Hard down the wheel!” I ran up on the 
stairs to see what was the matter. It seems as though they were 
putting out a new sail and this colored man sliped and struck on the 
starboard boat. He never knew any thing after he struck that boat. 
He went right down like a stone into the water. He must have 
broke his back or ribs. It was an awful fall. I heard him when he 
struck down in my state room. Daniel had the wheel put hard up 
and the main yard hauled back, but they could do nothing for he went 
right down, I could not think what was the matter till I got to the 
head of the stairs. I could see no one but the cooper and he was 
looking over board and jest then the cook come along and told me 
what had happened. It was a Terrible thing to think of a man being 
sent into Eternity with out a minutes warning. We shiped this man 
at Singapore and his home was at St. Helena where we are going 
now. But he has gone to his long long home. The work goes on as 
though nothing had happened but the countenance of every one looks 
sad. But this evening I heard some of the men laughing and talking 
forward as though nothing had happened. 


Oct 7th: To day I have been looking over the things in the Cabnet 
drawers, found a lot of cock roaches, found they had eaten the lineing 
all out of my hat so had to rip It up and fix It all over. I have been 
to work on my Linen rapper. 


October 14th: We had a very bad night the ship rolled and pitched 
about very bad indeed. About one oclock I was taken sick with the 
wind Colic. Daniel was up two hours or more with me. Had the 
steward out and made fire and got hot water. I got easy after a 
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while. It blowed very hard this morning but the wind and sea have 
been going down all day, Lat-20-16 Long 42-09. 


Oct 15th: It has been a fine day. The men have been gitting up 
main rigging and top mast-back stays. To night while they were 
washing of deck they raised sperm whales. At five oclock lowered 
three boats and at quarter past six come along side with one whale. 
At half past seven had two whales made fast along side. I got up on 
the potatoe pen and watched them get fast, and I saw one whale put 
his nose out of water about ships length stern of the vessel. I am so 
pleased to think we have got a little more. Hope this will only be the 
begining of getting a lot of oil. 


Oct 20th: We are having splendid weather. Saw the Island of 
Madgascer this afternoon. It is a very long Island, we could only 
see part of it. 


Oct 21st: Have been fitting the main stays to day and getting the 
Anchors on the bows for we are going into St Augustine Bay for 
wood and water. Raised a fin-back this afternoon. 


Oct 24th: About half past one a canoie came along side with two 
natives in It, a boy and man. The man has his hair all done up in 
round bunches of durt and grease and clay, the most comical looking 
head I ever saw. They wear cloth throwed over their shoulders and 
It falls to their knees. About half past four come to anchor, lowered 
a boat first and got soundings. We had not been anchored long 
before the Canoes began to come from every direction, and the deck 
were full of natives in a short time, and most of them were drunk. 
Their is a schooner laying here and I suppose there is where they 
got their rum. 


Oct 28th: Another plesant day. Natives on deck same as usual 
this morning early. Been getting wood and water on board all day 
and got two rafts off. Have to work with the tide. This morning 
before breakfast both schooners went out. Daniel and I got up on 
the potatoe pen and Daniel waved his hat and I my pocket-chief to 
them as they passed us. Hoisted our Flag and run it up and down 
saying good bye to them, They did the same. One of the capts fired 
two guns as he passed us. I have bought a little straw hat and some 


Sixty-four 


Tamarind and Lemons. Daniel and I squeeze them this afternoon 
and put the juice in bottles. 


Oct 29th: This afternoon the natives all went of and I washed out 
my napkins and put up a few Tamarinds in sugar and cleared up my 
rooms a little. we have got all the wood and water aboard that we 
can take and got It stowed down. It is very discouraging we have so 
little oil. 


Oct 30th: | We went down to the Frenchmans and he was trading 
with the natives. Iron pots Beads, knifes and Razors for Beans. He 
had some fifty or sixty bushels heaped up that he had bought. One 
of the natives had a Tigers tooth on a string round his neck and he 
took it of and gave it to me. He shot the Tiger himself, had shot two 
before that one. Then I bought a mat of a native woman, gave her 
twelve needles for It. We stoped a while and see the Frenchman 
trade with the natives. Then bid him good bye as the boat had come 
for us. 


Oct 31st: I was so glad to get out of that place the natives were so 
noisy on deck and so many of them. I have been picking up things 
and put some limes in jars, rapped some Lemons in papers to put away 


Nov llth: A ship in sight. Daniel hurryed on his clothes and went 
on deck. She came right acrost our bows. she gave us her Longi- 
tude by holding up a board with It marked on. We gave them ours 
the same way. 


Nov 13th: We have got round the east cape and I hope It will not 
be long before we shall be at St Helena. 


Nov 27th: Sighted the Island of St Helena at day light. Mr Harris 
the 2nd mate come and told daniel and he went on deck. After 
breakfast I went on deck the Land was quite a distance off. It is 
very high and look as though it was nothing but rocks. 


Nov 28th: After breakfast Mrs Allen [from the bark Falcon] and 
myself went out shoping. At ten oclock the carrage was at the door 
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to take us out in the country to see Long-wood and Napoleon’s grave. 
We had to go way up on the Mountain side. It looked very steep 
and dangerous to look down from such a height. We first come to 
the place where Napoleon was buryed some three miles this side of 
Long-wood. It was a very pretty place down in a valley. A large 
marble slab lay on the ground and an iron fence round It. Then 
another fence enclosed quite a space of land with some pretty trees. 
One willow stood near the grave. Altogether It was a very quiet 
pretty place. After stoping here as long as we cared to, drove on to 
Long-wood there we got out and went all over the House. There was 
a Lady there that went all over the House with us. Her Husband 
had stood guard over Napoleon’s grave. Their is nothing pretty 
about the house out-side. It is a low old fashion house but very nice 
large airy rooms and a great number of them. In the room where 
Napoleon breathed his last was a Bust of him sitting on a Monument 
and wood painted black and on this monument hang three large 
wreathes of ever-lasting flowers put there by the French. We went 
out into a little flower garden that was side of the house. It was full 
of weeds, no care taken of it, then one side of the House was a small 
pond built round with stone where he used to keep his fish. When we 
were going out to Long-wood we stoped to a house where they get 
up dinners for people that go out in the Country and ordered dinner 
to be ready time we got back so when we got back had a nice dinner 
consisting of Ham and eggs and boiled cabbage and Irish Potatoes 
bread, butter and cheese and water-cresses. After making our toilet 
and eating our dinner Mrs Allen and I took a walk over to a small 
church that was clost by on a little hill and went into the church. 
It was a nice little church, their were several graves in the church 
yard. Then we come back and all got into the Carrage and rode 
along some ten or twelve miles and we come to the Consuls residence. 
It was a very pretty place so cool and nice here and we got out and 
took some refreshments with the consul and had a nice rest. He was 
expecting us so was at home. Mr Fitman is in his seventy second 
year. After stoping with the old gentleman an hour or so we bid 
him good bye and got into the carrage again, and I think this part of 
our ride looked to be more dangerous than when we were on the 
mountain on the other side for we had to go so near to the edge of 
the Precipice, no one looking at the barren rocky ridges could imagine 
there was so much beautiful scenery. As soon as we passed Munden 
point James town appears suddenly between rocky precipices 1,000 
feet high. The white buildings and church with the green foliage 
gives a pleasing effect to the scene. It was very picturesque and we 
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enjoyed It very much. Our carrage was very comfortable. Mrs Allen 
and my-self sat on the back seat. The front seat was high where 
Husband and Capt Allen sat and Mr Pooley’s son that we picked 
up on the way the driver sat on one of the horses and we had a man 
that went behind the carrage to open and shut the gates and to put 
the carrage top up when the sun was to hot for us, We arrived back 
all safe at six oclock to the House tired enough. This evening after 
tea Mrs Pooley and her daughter came in to pass the evening with 
us and her Husband had the Band to play out in front of the House, 
he being leader of the Band had to stop out their till they were 
through playing, played several peaces for us Old Lang Syne and 
Hail . . . and Yankee Doodle. We spent a very plesant evening. 
It was about eleven oclock when our company broke up and we all 
retired tired enough. 


Nov 29th: After breakfast this morning Daniel and I went to the 
picture gallery and had our pictures taken to send to our parents. 
A young Lady took them. Her father was dead, he used to take 
them and now she takes them to help support her Mother and sisters. 


Dec 16th: Saw a large ship this forenoon bound to the southward 
and we also saw a Brig going the same way we were. About eleven 
oclock she was quite near to us so Mr Bourne took a boats crew and 
went aboard. Her name was S. E. Voohres, Capt W. H. Fulford, 
only thirty seven days from New York she was bound to Mariritius 
and Calcutta, Loaded with petroleum oil and rosin. The Capt sent 
me a Large bundle of books and papers, some late New York papers 
and a beafs tongue and four cans, 2 of corn and 2 others. I am feeling 
miserable to day, been most sic kabed for several days?4. 


Dec 21st: A little past four oclock this afternoon Mr Bourne took 
a boats crew and went aboard of a brig that was clost to. She was 
a Spanish vessel and none of them aboard could speak Inglish. Mr 
Bourne found out the Longitude. He carried him ours and also 
found out that he was from Spain going to . . . Mr Bourne 
did not stop long for he could not talk with the Capt. I sent a bundle 
of papers but Mr Bourne did not leave them as no one could read them. 


14. Leaving St. Helena, thedA. R. Tucker cruised four months in the South Atlantic. 
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Dec 25th: Nothing the last two days worth writing about. But 
cannot pass Christmas by and not have some-thing to write about. 
This morning I gave daniel a presant of a Cigar holder, that I got 
for him in St Helena, he was very much pleased with it for he had 
been wanting one for a long time. This morning daniel had a large 
hog killed so we had roast spare-rib for dinner, Irish potatoes and 
stuffing and stewed pumpkin. It tasted very nice. Raised whales 
this forenoon, saw them jump out of water once But it was so rugged 
saw nothing more of them. We thought we were going to have a 
nice Christmas present. We saw them in Longitude 39-56 Latitude 
23.13. Saw two Barks to day. Jest after four oclock one of them 
come acrost our stern so near that we could see the men very plain 
on deck. They waved their hat. Daniel had one of our boys to hold 
up the Longitude marked on a board. The Capt of the Bark got over 
the side and marked his Long. on the quarter. She was painted 
black so we could see It very plain. 


Dec 26th: This morning before breakfast they raised whales and at 
nine oclock all three boats were down giving chase and at eleven 
oclock all three boats were fast. The third mates line parted, and 
the first mate was fast to a very large whale so the third mate went 
to assist him and the whale throwed his Jaw over the boat taking out 
a large peace and capsize the boat leaving all the men in the water. 
Fortunately no one was hurt or lost but the Mate had to cut from 
his whale to pick up the men and he got stove in two places by him 
and knocked all the ores out the boat but two. The second mate saw 
there was trouble and as his whale was dead put a wafe into him and 
come down where the boats were, Then they towed the boat along 
side Mr Harris the second mate went right back after his whale and 
the others got the boat in on deck. Mr Harris whale was a very 
small one and they went right to work and cut him in. We saw the 
whales in Longitude 40-31 Latitude 23-10 


Jan 1st—1874: And here it is New Years again and so they pass 
away Year after Year each one bringing us nearer our long Home. 
This forenoon It was very plesant and quite smooth but after dinner 
It breezed up again and is quite rugged. Had quite a time wishing 
me this morning. I had a little present for Daniel that I had been 
making and had not got It quite finished. Thought I would finish it 
while he was at Mast Head and give It to him after tea, but he must 
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go down and look for his Account book in the drawers and found It. 
It was a shaving tidy and I had bought a shaving brush to put in It. 
We had considerable fun about It for several of them knowed that I 
was making It and sead he would find It before I got It finished. 
Daniel was very much pleased with It. To day Daniel and I cleaned 
out a trunk and chest, found a lot of cockroaches in among my 
clothes. 


Jan 7th: This morning before daniel was up Mr Bourne come to 
our room door and sead there was a Bark on the weather beam, a 
whaler. So daniel dressed in haste and went on deck. It was some 
time before they could make out who It was. At last daniel come 
down sead It was the Falcon, Capt Allen. So out of bed I got and 
began to fix up a little for Company for Daniel had invited them 
aboard. It was a beautiful day and about ten oclock they come 
aboard. We spent a very plesant day togeather. I had quite a num- 
ber of things to show her and we had some patterns to cut, and any 
amount of talking to do as we were some acquainted being into St 
Helena togeather. Had a pig killed this morning before they come 
aboard. Our Friends bid us good bye about ten oclock, giving us 
an invitation to come aboard friday if good weather. 


Jan 8th: Been busy all day putting away things and fixing some 
clothes to go aboard to morrow. While sitting up in our little room 
on deck fixing a pair of stays had several pains in my right shoulder 
but thought nothing of It, did not think they would amount to any 
thing. 


Jan 9th: I had not been to bed more than ten or fifteen minutes 
last night before there was such a sharp pain went through my right 
shoulder that I could not lay down so sat up in bed and there I sat 
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till one oclock then woke daniel for I could not stand It any 
longer for every breath I drew seemed as though I could not bare 
to draw another. Daniel got up put a chair in the bed and fitted me 
as easy as he could, but nothing would relieve the pain. He got 
some thing and rubed me with. I did not shut my eyes till four 
oclock in the morning, then Daniel gave me a few drops of Laudanum 
and I slept a little but It was not good Sleep for I was talking and 
Laughing daniel sead. In the morning tryed to get up and succeeded 
in dressing and with the help of the boy to get my room to rights. 
When I come to sit down to the breakfast table could not eat nothing 
and come very near fainting away and had to go to bed feeling sick 
and bad enough. Before we sat down to breakfast they spook a vessel 
and It was the Mattapoisett, Capt Tripp, and Mr Williams mate. 
Daniel asked the Capt aboard but It was so rugged he did not come. 
After breakfast the Bark Falcon come up towards us and daniel spook 
her and told them that I was sick and could not come aboard. Then 
the Capt wanted daniel to send a boat aboard to get some books they 
had for us. So Mr Bourne went aboard. Mrs Allen sent me two 
kinds of Cake and a dish of Bananas put up in sweet pickle and a 
string of eggs, wide awake eggs all strung up on a string, They come 
from Ascension and a little pink stone from Annabona. About four 
oclock this afternoon the Mattapoisett come up to us and the Capt 
come aboard of us, Mr Bourne went aboard of them. After tea he 
come back with Mr Williams and he brought a lot of books and 
papers. Among them were some Standards and some pumpkins that 
the Capt sent for. I was very glad to see Mr Williams and then he 
had seen deer Mother only seven months before and could tell me 
some thing about her. 


Jan 22nd: It has been cloudy and chilly all day. I have got the 
Rheumatism in my shoulder to day and have felt meserable all day. 
Been working on my chair seat and daniel has been making a trunk 
cover. ; 


Feb 14th: They called daniel in the night, thought they see a light 
aboard of a ship But it was the Light-House on Cape Frio15. 


March Ist: Blowing a gale of wind to day I have not been on deck. 
It has been one of the longest days I think I ever saw. I had the 
teethache all night and my face is swelled all out of shape to day and 
I am feeling most sick. Layed abed part of the day. I shall be so 


15. Cape Frio, Brazil - 23° S, 42°W. 
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glad when next month comes in for we shall go in and I shall get 
letters. 


March 19th: I have been to work on the watch case and began a little 
work chair for Mother. Daniel has been setting in silver in the 
jewel box. This evening had six little pigs born. 


March 21st: Can see the land - the Island of Fernando Noranha 


April Ist: Had the boy to clean out my room and deck after he 
had got It cleaned daniel painted the wood work all white and the 
floor green and sprinkled It white It looks very nice and clean, I 
cleaned out my drawers in my state room and bound round a little 
peace of carpeting to put down to my room door on deck. 


April 5th: A bark come up to us and hailed us, they had lost their 
way and Daniel gave them the course. They were all colored aboard 
of her. We made the land at five oclock to night to late to anchor so 
have to lay of an on to night. We told the Capt aboard of the Bark 
with our Signal Flags that we see land he thanked us and changed 
his course and went along with us. He was going into Barbadoes. 


April 6th: [At Bridgetown, Barbados] We layed of and on all 
night and this morning at six oclock they were getting anchor of the 
bows and at eight oclock droped anchor. The tide was running 
strong and a squall struck us and we run afoul of an Inglish ship, 
[Schooner Lena of Brixham] carried away Jib-boom and damaged 
the figure head, which was a lady and slightly hurt her other ways. 
Done considerable damage to us, carried away our Jib-boom and 
stove one of our boats and hurt the stern of the vessel some. I was 
very much frightened. The steward helped me below. Daniel went 
aboard of the Capts vessel as soon as It was over to see what damage 
was done. After breakfast the Capt come aboard of us. In the 
evening we went for a walk to the Ice House and got ice-cream. 
I got one letter from Mother to day, one from Rebecca, one from 
daniels Mother and a lot of papers from Mother and some from the 
Wings. I did not get to sleep until quite late for I had been through 
so much and then having so much news from Home. 
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April 8th: Daniel was up and aboard the ship before breakfast. 
After break-fast daniel went with me down to Whitefields store to 
get some things for the consert. Got a very pretty blue and white 
dress skirt. It was poplin, looks very much like silk got a hat to 
match and blue ribbon for bows. Also got a pair of white kiels and 
a lace pocket-chief and a braid for my hair. Then went back to the 
Hotel. Then went right acrost the way and had my dress skirt cut 
and left it to be made. I have been busy heming frills all day for a 
white blouse that I am going to wear to the Consert. 


April 10th: Been making a couple of gentlemens bows for the girl 
here at the house to give to a young man. In the evening daniel and 
I went to The Consert. It was very good but very poorly attended, 
got back to the Hotel between eleven and twelve oclock. 


April 12th: A fine Sabbath morning. Daniel went to Church this 
forenoon at eleven oclock with Capt Mens. I did not go. It was not 
because I did not want to go but I had nothing that was nice enough 
to wear. They dress very stylish here. 


April 15th: This evening Daniel and I went to the Theater. One 
of the colored servants went with us, carried the sun Umbrella over 
my head and my fan and glasses, Then she come for us when It 
was done about half past eleven. 


April 16th: After Break-fast this forenoon Daniel and I went down 
to De Costas and bought a carpet and a center rug. This afternoon 
a Capt come to the Hotel. He was going direct to New York and 
sead he would take the carpet and send It on to New Bedford by 
express so daniel went down to De Costas and had the carpet rolled 
up in oil-cloth and sewed up in canvass and I sat down and wrote 
mother a short letter and towards night daniel went of with the Capt ° 
Dickson aboard the vessel Bark Atlantic by name. He gave the 
Capt 3 dollars. 


April 24th: We sighted the Island of Martinique and also Dominica. 
Layed of and on all night. 


April 25th: About five oclock a colored gentlemen, a Mr Riviere 
come aboard, he stoped to tea which we had at eight oclock. He 
took leave of us soon after tea. It is a beautiful moon-light night. 


April 26th: The gentleman invited us to come ashore to his place 
to day so we made our selves ready and left the ship about half past 
ten. It was only a short distance to the shore and a very short dis- 
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tance after we landed to the gentlemans house. The House stood 
on a little Hill, It was very cool their and we enjoyed ourselves 
very much, had dinner about one oclock. Had fresh meat soup then 
fried meat and Cabbage then fried cakes and preserve wines &c. In 
the afternoon went out for a walk on the place. Had a pea-cock on 
the place, a very pretty one. The mills were only a little way from 
the house where they make the sugar. 


April 29th: A beautiful morning. When I come to get up this 
morning my face was swelled all out of shape with the Erysiplars and 
I was feeling bad enough. They gave me some rum to bathe my face 
with, Then they give us tea and Coffee and cake and crackers. I 
was feeling so badly that in a short time we bid our new made friends 
goodbye and mounted our Horses and come down to the town. 


April 30th: This morning I could not see out of one eye at all and 
the other almost closed, face swelled all out of shape and am broke 
out all over. Mr Rivieres sent me off some arrow-root gruel and 
some perserves. Daniel went ashore a little while and while he was 
ashore Mr Rivieres sent these things of to me. When daniel come of 
to the ship, Mr R. come of with him. 


May Ist: Mr Riviere brought me of a bowl of chicken soup for my 
dinner, of course I could not eat It, It was so rich. Daniel got back 
about seven oclock in the evening, had to go down to the town to get 
a bill. Daniel and Mr Riviers run races on horse back. Mr Riviers 
come of with daniel and he came in my room and bid me good bye. 


May 24th: After dinner raised a schooner from mast head, soon 
reported men at her mast head, and at four oclock daniel had them 
to tack ship and run down to her. It was the Hellen Rodman, Capt 
Gellette, from Fair Haven. He come aboard took tea stayed till 
twenty minutes pass one oclock. I had a bad cold and went to bed 
feeling most sick. The Capt brought a late shiping list and some 
Standards. I have been writing to daniels father and mother to day. 
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June 5th: Another beautiful morning, Bermuda light seen last night 
about nine oclock. This afternoon at 4 oclock a pilot come along 
side but as we were going to lay of an on did not want his services!®. 


June 14th: Another one of the fine days. Sawa Bark not far from 
us. Daniel got a Lat then hoisted our Flag to let him know what 
nation we were. Ina few minutes up went his Flag, he was Spanish 
and he hauled back his main yard so daniel told Mr Bourne he better 
go aboard. Thought prehappes he wanted some-thing. So about 
quarter to nine Mr Bourne went aboard and stoped a short time. 
Could not talk with the Capt as he could not speak a word of Inglish 
The mate could speak a few words. The Capt sent Daniel some 
cigars and me some quarver jelly. 


June 25th: A beautiful morning with a nice little breeze. About 
nine oclock raised sperm whales and at half past nine lowered three 
boats and at two this afternoon all three boats come aboard with no 
whale but when they were taking up the last boat one of the boys 
named George raised them again and they lowered again right 
all off from deck, and at half past three daniel come aboard and had 
things got ready to make the whale fast and at quarter to five the 
other boats come along side and in a very short time the whale was 
made fast along side and the boats on the craines. Then they went 
to work and got the staging out and the tackels up andsevery thing 
ready for work tomorrow, All are very cheerful and carrying smil- 
ing faces. 


June 27th: Did not get the try work going till in the night some 
time all hands were at work in the grease this morning when I come 
on deck. They did not get the case in last night so this morning got 
It up so they could bail It out but the sharks had been helping them 
selves through the night so they only got half a tub full. 


July 2nd: This noon as we got seated at the table some one spook 
to daniel, sead some of the men wanted to speak with him. Come to 
go on deck here was five men refused duty, sead they did not have 
enough to eat. Daniel had them all put in irons one beged to come 
out before night willing to go to work. Daniel let him out. 


16. After leaving Bermuda the A. R. Tucker cruised easterly for the remainder of the voyage. 


Seventy-four 


July 16th: This morning raised a whaling schooner1*? . . . the 
Capt invited us to come aboard of his vessel so we went aboard 
about eleven oclock and stayed till between ten and eleven in the 
evening and had a very plesant time. Never had met with the Capt 
or his Lady before but that made no difference as we were acquanted 
in a short time. When we come away they gave us a lot of reading 
and caned fruits. 


July 17th: Calm all night and this morning the schooner was only 
a short distance of and about ten oclock the Capt and his wife come 
aboard. They stoped till ten in the evening and we had a very plesant 
time togeather learning each other differant kinds of work and she 
injoyed looking at the differant things that I had bought and had 
given me. I gave her some baskets and shells and a pail, some 
beslin wool and canvas. 


July 19th: I have been reading about all day They have seen a 
Brig and a Bark from mast head. I have the teeth acke very bad this 
forenoon. Daniel took out a little peace that he could get out. I 
put Laudnum and then oil of clove which stoped It, but the root is 
their and It is Ulcerated. Makes my head feel very bad. 


July 23rd: Mending sails again to day. This forenoon raised a 
wreck. Daniel had a boat lowered and Mr Bourne went to It, got 
some copper of of It but It was not very good. Their were chains 
hanging to her and Mr Bourne said they looked new. 


August 26th: A beautiful morning. Daniel got up in the Lar- 
board boat and caught two fish and then I got up in the boat and 
caught four. Daniel lost one over board. At nine oclock this morn- 
ing raised a ship and she looked as though she was getting up her 
cutting stage. In a few minutes come the report from mast head 
another vessel in sight, a Bark, and then the report that she had 


17. The William A. Grozier, Captain Roberts, of Provincetown. 
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boats down so daniel began to work the vessel down where she was. 
Daniel and Mr Bourne both went to mast head. Called all hands 
and got the boats ready but did not lower, could not make out who 
the vessel was but thought It was the Stafford Capt King. Daniel 
come down at dinner time then went right to mast head again and 
did not come down again till half past three, then lowered three 
boats. He went in his boat. I went out on deck and got up and sat 
on the rail and see Mr Harris and daniel get fast and then see Mr 
Bournes sail and mast come down and Collins reported from mast 
head that Mr B was fast. Then Daniels whale took a start and run 
with him. Went right acrost the stern of the vessel to the windard 
fast as he could go till out of sight from mast head. Then Mr Bourne 
sat his signal and Collins ran the ship right for him. Mr Bourne 
wafed his whale and pulled to the ship as fast as he could, thinking 
by the way things went that they had lost sight of the boats. The 
cook gave the boats crew some bread and they took their jackets 
and went to the whale to lay all night. After Mr Bourne got aboard 
he began to work the vessel to the windard as fast as he could. He 
went to mast head to try to raise the boat (Only one boat missing 
but did not know which one It was). Mr Bourne raised another 
Bark with their boats down. had four boats down we thought. But 
one of them was daniel and he spook one of the boats. The Bark 
was the Charles W. Morgan, Capt Tinkham. I hardly know how to 
discribe the night. The sun went down and we see no boat. Set 
the side lights, put the lanterns up in the rigging and at quarter past 
nine sent up a rocket and at half past ten I went below but not to 
sleep. At eleven oclock a boat come and It was Mr Harris. Then 
we knew It was Daniels boat that was missing. I dressed, come on 
deck, see Mr Harris and then went below. At twelve oclock they 
sent up another Rocket. At two oclock I was out looking at the 
clock, had no more then got into my room before I heard from mast 
head “Light-ho”, I throwed my dress over my shoulders and went 
on the staires and Mr Bourne and the cook come sead that they 
thought It was the boat and would let me know as soon as they found 
out. In a short time the boy come to my room door and sead It 
was the boat and a little past three I heard Daniel hollo. How 
thankfull I felt to hear that voice again. I soon had my dress on and 
was on deck and sead good morning to daniel before he got out the 
boat. He had a whale and they got that made fast and then made 
sail and went for the other boat that was laying by the whale. Did 
not get to her till nine oclock in the morning. I did not no any thing 
about the boats coming along side for after I knowed all was safe I 


Seventy-six 


got to sleep and did not wake till between nine and ten oclock. I 
never want to go through another such night. Mr Bourne was very 
anxious, sead he would do every thing that lay in his power to find: 
the boat and he did. 


August 29th: It is greasey enough on deck this morning. They 
got the try works to going about one oclock last night. This fore- 
noon raised a ship [Cornelius Howland] and daniel see that he was 
not going to be able to take care of all his oil so had a flag put to the 
main and another to the peak. The vessel soon changed her course 
and come for us, come right acrost our stern and I got up on the 
potatoe pen so had a nice view of her. Daniel had been one short 
voyage in her. The Capt come aboard about quarter to twelve. 
Daniel wanted him to take the two heads by the halves but he did 
not care to as he had blubber on his deck. The Capts name was 
Homan only three weeks and four days from home he brought us 
a bundle of late papers. Their were a few New Bedford papers 
among them and he only stoped aboard of us a short time we were 
so busy. He had been at home four years, We have seen nothing 
else to day. We have no one to mast head, all are to work on deck 
as hard as they can work. 


August 30th: To day had to cut from the head and let It go for they 
found they could not take care of It. I felt bad enough about It for 
we want oil so bad. Oil is running on deck and the boys are scouping 
It up. 


Sept 13th: We had a very bad night. It commenced to rain soon 
after we went below, a little after nine, and It was squally all night. 
This morning Mr Harris called Daniel, sead It looked very bad as 
though we were going to have something heavier then we had had 
and Daniel went right on deck and It did blow powerfully for a while. 
Daniel did not come down again till breakfast time. When I opened 
my door this morning It looked strange enough. Had a lantern lit 
and hung up in the sky light, the sky light all covered up with canvass 
and tied down with ropes. After breakfast I went to the head of the 
stairs to see how It looked, both sea and sky looked lead color and 
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such seas as come rolling up. They took down the Main gallent yard 
this morning. To day has seemed the longest day to me of all that I 
have spent aboard this vessel. I have had to be alone most of the 
time and am not feeling well and It is very clost down in the Cabin 
with every thing closed. The time seems long now as It draws near 
for us to start for home. 


Sept 18th: The boats got back to the vessel a few minutes past 
seven with no whale. We all felt very much disappointed for we 
want to get one more to make us a good seasons work. 


Sept 23rd: This morning put up the Main top gallant yard, got all 
sail on and have started for home, no more taking in sail nights. I 
shall be so glad when we arrive at New Bedford. 


Sept 25th: Nothing of note yesterday. But this morning early while 
daniel was combing his hair we heard the much wished for cry from 
mast head (There she blows) Daniel went right to mast head did 
not come down for any break fast. But a squall come up and they all 
had to come down. The whale was only about half a mile from the 
ship then. It rained and blowed very hard, so thick could not see a 
ship’s length off. In about an hour and a half It cleared up so could 
see again so they went to mast head again and in a short time raised 
the whale again and at twenty minutes past ten lowered three boats 
and in a short time struck the whale. At half past one the boats 
come along side with their dead whale and they made the whale fast 
along side and then got things ready for cutting. Commenced to 
cut at quarter past three oclock and at twenty minutes past five the 
head come in on deck and at half past five It was all in on deck. 


Sept 26th: Last night in the middle watch Mr Vanderhoof called 
daniel they were having some trouble with the men. Daniel jumped 
right out of bed did not stop for any clothes went on deck. Mr Bourne 
hearing the noise went up to and they put one man in irons and put 
him in the run, He was going to cut one of the men with a spade 
and was very saucy to the third mate. It gave me quite a start as 
I was sound asleep. 


Oct 8th: Been packing again to day all day and am very tired to 
night. See from aloft a red apple floating on the water. This 
morning they put lime all over the decks the after part and let It lay 
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all day till four oclock then such a scrubing as they gave the deck. 
We have made a hundred and sixty seven miles to day. We are 
nearing home fast if the wind will only keep in this quarter. 


Oct 17th: A beautiful bright sunshiny day. 2 Brig passed us this 
morning clost to right astern, and also a bark in sight of deck, we 
have got fair wind at last and this afternoon at two oclock we were 
eighty two miles from Gay Head light. I am in hopes that the wind 
will continue fair so we can go right along up New Bedford river. 
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